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Xeferenced Xini contained a stateoent tbat the 
above referred to cocnunlcatlon '*vae signed vlth the 
signature of Martin Luther King, Jr.** It is not likely, 
on the basis of the Information contained In the UIM, 
that a positive statement can be cade that the signature 
is Cln^*8. Therefore, the UBl Is being amended to add 
The vord **purported" on the last line so that It vlll 
s^ead "with the purported slcnature of.>«.** 

Kote that character of captioned natter Is 
f'Sli-C* and not **IS-C" as set forth in realrtel. 
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Dear I 



Tour letter of August 29tb liaa been received. 



In respoase to your inquiry, I would like to point 

out that Informatioa In our files must be maintained as confidential 
la accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice, fii 
view of this, I am sure you will understand why I cannot furnish 
the data you are seeking. 



Sincerely yours, 

J- Ed^ar Hoover 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Is it true th t M rtin Luther King , Jr. b«lon<^3 to 60 Coarnunlst- 
front org. nlZfc t loin's 7 I'm sure you must have checked on this man 
and I Y.ish to know 1£ it is true. I have reed an article written 
by Dc . King in the Atlantic i-Ionthly and f w-s very impressed by 
his v.riting, &nd certalmy sympathized i^ith the viewpoint ho 
expressed. This y.eek I s w a picture ol' £r. King nicida by an 
employee of the ot t© of Gorgia, at the Hifchl nder Folk School 
in Monteagle, Tenn durin^^ the Labor Day week-end of 1957. It 
stLys on the picture caption this school was abolished by tn act 
of the Legislature of ttee St&te of Tenn. at a later date becai* e 
It 'trt_s charged with being a subversive organization. 

Also in the picture is Knri-FrHeeienT Abner V. . Berry s^^ld to be 

of the Central Committee of the Conmiunist Party, Aubrey Willi, ms, trej 

of the Southern Conference iiduc ti n f'und. Inc. The Transmission 

Belt in the ^outh for the Communist P^rty. , and y.yles Horton, 

Director of the riighlisnder Folk School for Com,riunist Tri^ininj^, 

Monteagle, Tenn. It says the Kurl pru^sion, c-. counterspy for 

the FBI for 22 years, charges that wartin Luther ^'■Ing btlongs 

to oO Commur.ls t-f rent arganizatl ns--mare tha . any Com-Qunlst 

in tne U. S. 



'rhia leaflet is printed by tae Augusca Courier, Julj 6, IdoZ 

If you cannot authenticate this information for m© would you 
please by kind enough^ to tell me wnere I coaiid find out. 
If you have a list of these toO Communist front ort^anlzatlons 
Or, Kin^i beiongs to 1 would be lnteres^.ed in having that 
also. I hope it is untrue, out if it is true I thln^ I have 
a rignc to kiiow. 1 shall certainly appreciate your help In 
tnis matter. 



;/ 



Very i>incerely Yours, 
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Sinith, Jr., find, sent to i!ational Arcli.i.\'G;5 . ■ 
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ALL INFORfvlATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . Auguat 19. i9eu 
DATE J£2iL.BYSY^ I 

^^^^ 

Mr. Walter Jenkins ^ \ 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Jenkins: 

The attached might come in handy for your 

files. I understand there is a great deal ciore material 

available if you wish it. 

Yours , 
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WKTIN ] UTHER KING , J r . 



Few men have ever gone so far so fast in the affalra of Anerlcnn public llfi 
Hs thA Rev. Dr. H«rtin Luther King, Jr., an obscure Negro Bnptlet preacher In 
Montgomery, Alabama. That vas Mr, King In 1955} and It was also In 1955 that Mra. 
Roaa Parks choee rather to spend some tine in a cell of Montgomery's jail than to 
submit to a regulation of the Montgomery bus lines; namely, that Negro passengers 
should occupy rear seats of the buses. 

Rosa Parka vmg challenged vhen she persisted In her refusal to move to the 
rear of a Montgomery bus. Mrs, Parks had in the recent paat taken a course at 
Highlander Folk School, at Montesgle, Tennessee. Highlander was an Institution 
for training leftiigt students In theory and tactics for organizing Communists, 
pro-ComunistB, militant Soclaliata, and sundry other organisations of radicalism. 
There are other lists, and sundry other organizations of radicalism. There are 
other facta about the Highlander Folk School which are in^ortant for an under- 
standing of Martin Luther King and his ^ntegrationlst crusade, a) after years of 
litigation, Highlander wag closed by law, and b) Martin Luther King attended a 

session of the school in August-September, 1957; and c) Mr. King was still 

struggling toward the top position in the so-called Negro Freedotn-Now movement. 
In the state of mind in vrhirh Mr. King found himself at that time in his career, 
he was not too reluctftnt to accept support or encouragement from any source that 
offered him aid. In these circumfitqncf»a, Martin Luther King was an easy target 
for Oommunist and other radical Infiltration. 

The Corimunlgt sppftratMfl moved in at the moment it became evifir>nt that King 
was r*»n'ly, vllling, and able to listen to anything Communist agents had to eny. 
At Highlnni-tni- Folk School, the nch'^m.lng extrerntnig hnd plnntf?d one Abnnr Pf^r ry, a 
charter mnnhnr of the BUbveisl.ve nppai«tufl. (Brrry is a Nrgro, vhose Communist 



the operations of the ropul»ir Front vhich mpflng that h9 vjas suave, informed, 




) 

Har tin Lu th er_ K Ing . J y - ? - . 

and convincing In obeying Communlet Instructions.) Abner IHerry was not alone In 
his asgignnent nt Highlen'ier; other Cotmnunists were present to give aid to Berry 
although they were greatly outranked by the talented integrationiat. At any rate, 
Mr. King willingly and cordially listened. 

If there is any subatance to the claim that Martin Luther King ia now a 
knowing and active anti-Communist, it has been a carefully guarded secret. (The 
story of Mr. King's reactions to his stay among the reda at Highlander Folk School 
was recorded in a series of photographs taken on the epot at the little red achool 
house at Monteagle, Tennessee.) 

When the State of Tennessee stepped in and destroyed Highlander Folk School, 

the Bubveraive institution slmpl.v packed up whatever movable property was lying 

« 

around, called its teachers and students together, changed the school's name, 
migrated to a spot "across the street," and settled at an address in the tovm of 
Knoxvllle. 

The "Folk School" was interred among the hills of Honteaglej the personnel 
some of whom were connected with the school for more than ?5 years »* shoved 
off to KnoxvH}e, landing at the new address, l6?5 Riverside Drive, At present, 
the institution operates under the name, Highlander Education and Research Center. 

What stands out in the mass of data surrounding Martin Luther King and the 

■ 

Highlander Folk School is the fact that Hr, King is still a "aponsor" of Highlander 
Center, His attitude tovrard this single instance of a Communiet front is charac- 
teristic; he has a penchant for Bponaoring front after front, 

A amall part of King's record for supporting mfinlfestos, appeals, petitions, 
open letters, and protests vhioh aim at obtaining pnrdonn, cleiri^ncy, parole, new 
trials, and/or anneaty for any Cnnmunlnt/or extremist leftiat who flout the lew. 
Some of these aids rendered the Cominunlat apparatus by Martin Luther King are as 
follows I 



Martin Lu ther Kl ng^ Jr. 

( ) 

a) Clemency Petition to JFK on Behalf of Carl Braden — New York Foot, Mny 1961; 

b) Braden Cl«>niency Appeal to the President — Southern Pa t riot , June 196l| 

c) SCEF Appeal to JFK for Clemency for Carl Bratlen — petition, Septflmher 1961; 

d) national Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell !i-page tabloid, 
November 1961; 

e) National Clemency Appeal on Behalf of Frank Wilkinson and Carl Braden — press 
release, November 1961; 

f) Petition to JFK for a Pardon for Junius Scales press release, April 1962; 

g) Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell leaflet, February 1963| 

h) National Appeal for Freedom for Morton Sobell — leaflet, Washington, D.C, 
mass meeting, November 19-21, 1960j 

1) Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell -- Natio nal Guard ian , 
November 2B, I960; 

j) Nstionnl Cfinvocfltlon for Frp^dnm for ?Iorton Sobell Tlie Wor ker, November ?7, 
I960. 

In evpry instance, the individual named in the tabulation above as a reci- 
pient of Mr. King's picas was nn identified Commnnlst. The individual involved as 
B defendant supported by the front apparatus of the Communist Party vras pictured 
as a martyr of capitalist Justice. The process by vhich the Communist law-breaker 
emerged from the propaganda treatment as a citizen vho can do no vrong. In almost 
every case, a Communist who finds himself caught in a ruling-class court is com- 
forted by the thought that he has the honorable status of victim in a capitalist 
frame-up. This will, as a rule, be aflvanced as a defrnse for any Communist defendant 
whatever rpgArdless of the nature of the crime alleged against him. 

Another it^m utlli*"d by the Communists in their defense of one of ihelr 
number is the forma linn of a front ort;Qni?ation (someMm'^s rinny fronts. If thp cepe 
rirflgs on and on). It la a rule n'.>t often omitted, espocHlly in cpscs where there 
is proriloc of prolonged litigation, (Remember the Case of the Scottsboro Boys which 
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the Commutiists helped grnatly to stretch to 19 yenrs, 2 month^f 1^ days, while the 
(noney-mlfllng brigades of the Corm^uiist upppratus roamed over the face of the earth, 
l) putting the word f^cottaboro on evttry tonnue^ and 2) oolleollng more than « 
million dollars, only a fraction of which vfas ever spent on the defense of the Boys.) 

The name of Martin Luther King, Jr», Is almost Ideal for the role of sponsor 
on a Comnunist-front organization which, according to standard specifications, is 
largely composed of "notables*" There Is no doubt that Mr, King is a "notable," 
more widely knovm than some members of the United States Supreme Court* Any prl- 

Tfork City, la, Indeed, a "notable," Noting the fact that Mr, King, who holds no 
elective office, was "negotiating" with the Ilnyor on the return of law and order 
to a Inrge eectlcn (Harlen) of the largent city (M^wYork) on earth. 

Among the awards, honors, decorations, medals, and/or degrees received by 
Ilnrtln Luther King, Jr., slnne he took over the Ipa'lershlp of the bue strike (or 
boycott) from Firs, Rosa r<jrka who inaugurated the maas action of the Negro cormnu- 
nity under the auspices of the tlontgomory Improvement Association King's most 
coveted award has been the Spingarn Medal, This honor was bestowed on the young 
Baptist clergyman at the M/UCP Convention in Detroit in June, 1957. 

Ilartln Luther King, Jr., travelled fast and for In the Negro FVeedom-ffew 
Movement, Mlien the yo»mg clergytnnn was pfusliod into, or workod his way up to, the 
front line of the mov*;mont, he was all of 25 years o3d. He wbb fresh out of 
theological seminary anf! w«\n, in f«»ct, looking for a pnntornle In which to settle, 
when he landed Bqnnrely on the boa boycott in lfontg^m«?ry, Alabama, (Alexander, 
Th" Oreat, v;as nimont at y^ung as ITartln Lnth«r King.) 

High Conii'iiinl.it funrtlcnflilon vmre quirk to dlacovor tlm nwost boy wctider 
whono cosmic erhodule vas running exactly on tlmej and for oi^ce, recognizing a 
revolution vhon they saw one, wasted no tine in getting aboard. At that time. 
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11 .L. King hod not yr)t acquired a past. 

At the outaet of this nenorandun, attention was drawn to the fact thst 
Hnrtin Luthnr King mpdo soma kind of pilgrimagn to Highlander Folk School. VAiatsver 
hia conscious motives and/or interests, the objective results were that Mr, King 
net and hobnobbed with sone of the most prominent Conmunlats and pro-Cononunists 
then actiw. 

The Communist infiltration of his staff was publicly acknowledged by 
Ifr. King leet sumer* On Ouly 27, 1963, the Kew York Yimos reported that Hr, King 
called a neira conference to report that one Hlinter Pitts O'Doll was no longer on 
the staff of Xing's Southern Christien Leadership Conference, The man had been on 
the staff twice, the latest period of employment having been terminated on 
June 26, 1963, Identified as a Coranunlat, O'Dell invoked the Fifth ^endment be- 
fore the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee In 1956 and before the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities in 1956. 0»Dell had been an organizer for the 
Gommunlat Party in th«> South, 

King may have been Ill-advised in setting up his long negotiating conference 
With llayor Wagner, llhlle King was playing the game solo, it should be remembered - 
that the collective leadership of the Kogro Frcedcrn-Kow llovement Is neither formal 
nor binding. It has beon knoiin for some time that Jealousy, conmon in such circum- 
stances, has led to murmurings along brlck-and-bottle scarred 125th Street, Among 
those who qualify as leaders of the Ilovemont nre Mnrtln Luther King; Roy V7ilklns; 
Bayard Rustinj A, Fhlllp Jlandolph; Jamos Farmorj Hilton A. Oalsnisonj Fred 
Rhuttlesworthj Ralph AbornAlhyj and John I/>vls, 

Of the nine Hf'Gro learJ'^rs nqmod In the foie^olng parngrnph, one stanflo out 
09 a natural leader, AlthouRh thTO wns no effort to conroal the fnct that he 
(Hnyard Rusttn) was coiwf>clof^ In Miy wny with llnrlin J,uihr>r KLnp, it m^ij five yenrs 
before it bccane g<^no^^ll.y knrt\fn ihftt Hnstln w.is oecrotnry, ndvlflor, oikI rrgnnl7-nr 
to Mr, King, In his youth, PAyard Rufjtin had boon a member of the Young Communist 
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LeBgne, That, he Hdmlts, Cnlling attpntlon to hla yeuth/'il at.lnehn»nt to the ICL 
would be sonfiHhat pointless if It vera posslblo to deccd@ his ideological nesssge 
for the vholo Vagro oonmunity iind not for th« "talented tonth** alona, 

Tho question here ie how much nnd what influence did Bayard Hustin exer- 
cise over Martin Luther King vhile he vea secretary to the latter, from \9$$ to 
i960. Both men are fond of broad generalities. King has set forth hia vieira in 
two books and a number of magazine articles. The self-portrait which he presents 
in his books ia that of a scholar who has mastered the philosopliy and theology of 
Reinhold Nlebuhr, Karl Marx, and Mahatma Gandhi — • all by the tine he was barely 
25 years old. 

Some o'JBlntonco in finding out what Rustin believes/or pays he believes 
nay be found in a letter which he addressed to the Vev York Times a short while 
ago. He wants the "civil rights movement to broaden its social objectives," He 
vjants the movenent to Innugurate "over-all soelnl rBforra," And, of course, he 
believes in the "enactment of social legislation for all Americans," He wants the 
poor white trash (M.L, King usbs the ptir>i3e to work his Nogro audiences into a 
frenzy) — he wants his vthite allies to fight for "bolder concepts of social 
welfare," Rustin will tell you how "they mock the electorate," how "they will 
ultimately frustrate" the beet Executive Intentions, and, vrrltes Rustin, "our 
present political alignments are the principal obstacles to social reform." Bayard 
Runtin reveala his total ignorance of the Amoriean syatiim of govprnment and how it 
Works. He propogos, vfithout a scintilla of inaglnation, that tho Hrgro Frpodom-Mow 
Hovenont should capture the Ro{Ublican and Domrcratic partl«>ai "parties uhirh per- 
mit themselves to be U9ed as vphlcleg for tho ontronclimpnt of racist and con.Torva- 

i/i.c i'v.-iwj , iiur..i..ni uxu,)«c» iijL.:) jijui/'ji Liio i (nf iOrlC lijiiOu with th© BuggeStion 

thit Ihe "next mnrchns nhould be on tho Pomocrotio end Republican party oonvon- 
tions." (rfew York Tlrnos, Decfimbor 28, I963) 



Martin Luth«r King, -r, -7- 

( 

Rvistin signed his letter to the Tings with the title, "Deputy Director, 
llarch on V/aehington for Job* and Freedom," It la much too aoon to be confident 
in rmklnff nn evnluntlon of the llarch, one that vill titiok. It haa begun to appear 
that the seeds of Jealousy vere sown In th« long tranp-tramp-tranp in V/ashington, 
D,C« By virtue of hla aeniorlty — and seniority alone — the leadership of 
A* Fhilip Randolph ia as long aa his remaining years. At this point in the Kegro 
Freedom Story, the de facto leadership belongs to Martin Luther King, and well he 
knows it. If anjr of the aspirants succeed in crowding Kr. King out of hie No. 1 
spot in the Movement, Bayard Rustin seems destined to draw the Lucky Lot, Rustln 
has received the accolades of both King and Randolph, and their praloe only con- 
firms his estimate of himself. In signing himself as Deputy Director of the March, 
Rustin serves notice that he intends to hold on to the title long after it ceased 
to represent any functional reality. 

Somewhere along the line, King's radicalism brought him into association 
with A, J, I'uste, almost universally held to be the father of preeent-day militant 
pacifism. One of A, J.'s pncifiet tentacles is called the Church Peace Mission 
(the CPM appears to be dormant at the present time). The Dutch-born, erstuhile 
nonparty Communist^ dabbler in all shadea of radicalism, nearing 60 years of age, 
the lithe but limber A.J, Mugte haa a favorite photograph of himself for use in his 
publicity: it shows him in mid-air. Jumping over a guarded fence which surrounds a 
defense plant to VJhich are admitted only thoce bearing proper crodentiale. 

On April 6, 1?62, fhipto r^lepn'id a parip)>lot entitled "A Christian Approach 
to ^^lcle^r Vfar," It called for tho advocaoy of unilateral disnrmnmont (by the 
U.S.) and p»?acnful reslstnnce to Cominunlnm, The Cominunlnt con-ijilracy would like 
nothing more than tho rapid and extcncslve growth of those two types of action. The 
lint of Bponeors of the pnmplilot includng tho noma of Martin Luther King, Jr, 

iSponklnp at a oonnion of hnnrlnjjs before th^i Spoclal Propnredneos Srib- 
conmltteo of the Genote Armed Ssrvlcofl Conimittoe, on Mny 2h, 1902 g page 2692, 



Martla Luther X? "«;, • • . -8- ) 

Senator Stron ^urmond introduced a pamphlet issued by the War Resisters League, 
(fia/ard Rusttn la executive secretary of the VRL) • Senator Thurmond described 
the WRL pamphlet as one of "several hundred examples of antlmilitary, pro-Consunist 
youth actions," and that it "is an all-out attack against Polaris submarines] it 

pronOtes peace inarcne3#««a5d »v g6ndF4<^5 a Vij.ue T«fx6v/ w* C4.Vaa u8a.a!j3S pTCweSw 

actions for diaamanent and disloyalty.. •Rsy,« A* J« Ifiiste and Martin Luther King 
are prominently named as promoters of resistance against the so-called VJSt arms 
race. Tou will note the absence of reference to Communist aggression." Featuring' 
the names of Muste and Ung came naturally in a project vhieh was under Idie direc- ' 
tion of Bayard Ruatin. The three men have been intimately associated in a wide 
variety of ultra-leftist activity for almost ten years. 

All three men « Kustej King^ and Rustln — profess to be disciples of 
Hahatma Gandhi. Take a long good look at their claim to be followers of Gandhi. 
Martin Luther Xing has little^ if any^ likeness to Gandhi, either in doctrine or ' 
behavior* Gandhi embraced the doctrine of quietism and turned it into a political 
weapon. ' M. 1. TCing is a bombastic orator, a familiar public speaker who Is f tnrever 
tempted to use words for their own sake, not for understandable communication. 
The result is that he pronises a wagon load of impossibilities. This Is not so 
deplorable when only the "talented tenth" are deceived; they have the power to 
un*believe the bombast by the tine the orator has reached his closing promise* 

On the 2nd of June this year, Mr. King sent a telegram to Jesse Gray, ' 
director of Ccmmunlty Council on Housing, identified as an organizer of the Coronu- 
nist Party of Harlem. King wired Gray as follows t "lou have my absolute support 
in your righteous and courageous effort to expose the outrageous condition that 
liegroea confront as a result of substandard housing conditions." 

This is the story of Martin Luther Xing, Jr., who tells the whole world 
"that truth is not to be found either in traditional capitalism or in Karxisn," And 
that Karx and Engols were men "aflame with a passion for social justice," which is 
a falsehood. 
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V. CLi'u'iv !C1J IJ, lo'.JJ^'.Y, 1 . /\\, ((J.S,)j.C.| D.C.) 

CIVIL actio:: 7o-.ii{;g' 

Unrccorc-ocl nr.rial ti.Tl.ad ^l^ie/^tf pullci) fro'.i Lnii^ file 
ujirjcr cciiiri: order o£ U.S. D ct Jij:V;c John I.ovis 
Smith, Jr., tind. sciit to Matlonal Arclii.vGG. 
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August Sly 1964 



Alrt«l 



f^«* Dir.ct^. FBI uoo-toGCTo) HEREIN IS 

ascuBiTT lumrsa - c ^ 



lairtp of fpoclal Ag»iit ^^^^^^^^^^B datod 

A/36/84. 

!& tIvw or turn XspGSttuXiCw @£ the vubject in racial 
aattera^ tb« Bureau is of tbo opiaion that all Inforuatioa 
concsroiBg ths subject should be readily available sad up 
to date. Therefore* you are instructed to submit an up-to- 
date report* suitabls for dlssesi nation, CGotainins all 
osreported pertinent Inforsatlon regarding the subject's 
subversive activities and subversive associations. 



This repOTt Bust reach the Bureau no later than 
October 1S« 1964, 



HOTS: 



Subject's naune not included in Section A of the 
Beserve Index. All pertlaent infoarmatlon has been diescninated 
to the Department and interested agencies as the information was 
received. It is deemed advisable to have a current summary 
of this inforsatlon available. 
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DATE: 

- Hr« Belmont 
> Mr. Delioach 
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-Mr. Bland 

• Mr. Bau 
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We advised the White House on 8/8/64 that MartTn Luther 
King, Jr., President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
wanted to meet with the President to discuss certain problems in 
connection with the moratorium on racial demonstrations, which 
King felt dictated the necessity for a conference between himself 
and the President. ^ i -,/^ 




New York 

dvised 

currently active 



On the morning of 8/13/64, 
Office called and said that at 10:4 
King was in conversation with Bayar-^fTlust 

in the civil rights movement in NewJYork City and known to have 
had previous communist affiliations. It appears they were 
discussing King's continued efforts to meet with the President 
on the civil rights matter 

During the conversation, King said that he talked to 
Presidential Assistant Lee Vfhite on the night of 8/12/64. White 
told King the President was tied up and wouldn't be able to see 
him. He wondered whether King would discuss the matter with the 
President on the telephone. King told Rust in that he felt the 
President was trying to avoid him. King felt that the President 
did not want to meet personally with King for fear it would get 
back to the South that the President was dealing with King. 
King told Rustln he thought they should put up a fight and 
instructed Rustln to get in touch with White and let him know 
that King feels the President is avoiding him. King told Rustln 
that he thought the President should know that King doesn't 
like it. King commented that the President needs the Negro 
vote and added '^e have no way to go, but we can certainly 
stay home," J/ . 

ACTION ; We are advising the White Ilouse/^doncernlng King's 
comments to Rustln. We are following this matter closely and 
\ will keep you advised of pertinent developments. 



100-10G670 
FJB:bgc 

.A ' a' 
-I'D i%i ^ 
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•/3V64 



AirtWL 



tot UBBCT(m» m 

nOlli tAC* ISTBOXT (I00*3141t) 
BVBJKTt CIM 



■•■oranduoi suitable for dlasettlnatloB concerning the appearance 
of MAariN LUTUSS KIHG. JB. in Detroit on 8/30/64. Bncloeed for 
Atlanta are euff ieient Copies for difisealnatlon to their 
reBi>«ctlve files. 
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y ENCLOSURE 

i 



SEP 9 ~ 196* 



HASrXH LOTBSB KXNQ, JB« 
fin * C 

^ BOf lie 100-106670 

^ Be Atlanta airtel and radiogran dated S/28/64* and Detroit ^ 
^ teletype to Boxeaa, dated 8/28/64. p 

Xncloeed faerevith for the Bureau are 10 eoplee of a letterhead ''i 



C3 - 106i3WhK>^(CIB50 O e 

t (i>- 100-106670) <tt\irriiuwrriiEa_i:iBQ^^K,i_ a 

(1 - 100-4387»4> isCLC) " . E 

3 - Atlanta (RM) . 

(1 • 100-052OA) (CIKtl) (Eno. 1) £^ 

(l - 100-&5SC) (lL\RriH LirrilKR KXNQf JR.) (Enc. 1) ^ 

(1 - 100*S718) (&CLC> <£nc. 1) 
I - Detroit ^ 



o 




UNIl-J STATES DEPARTMENT OF Jw^TlCE 

FEDEBAL BUREAU Or ZNYESTIGATION 

Detroit, Hlchigan 
August 31, 1964 



a»: Martin Luther King, Jr. 




( 




that Martin Luther 
Macedonia Baptist Church, 8200 Mack Avenue , Oetrol 
it 30, 1964 » between 12; 30 PM and 2:00 PM. 
^advised a hugh overflow crowd, which he es 
proximately 4000 people^ was present in t 
church grounds to hear King's speech, 
stated King's spei^oh had no racial overt 
was made of any racial 
nationally or on the local scene, 
described the crowd as extremely or 
and practically one hundred percent Negro. 



er 



j^^ueust 



t^J^^Mean, 
rjf^jy^^off^l^ii^lfjf* 



^earance 




stated King's Introductory 

remarks consume'^nFSSrly cne- third of the speech and dealt 
exclusively with his clc^^^lnslil^^n^^^^^tion for the 
people in the ^^^Hf^^f^^^^^v stated that 

during the course of King^Wfll^Pl^^^^fll^W mention of 
his struggle during the Alabama bus boycott by the Negroes 
and in his concluding remarks stressed the importance of 
voting in the f oxthcoitiag presidential election. 



b76 




stated King did not advocate 
any speciXiC tAlBWWf^Tnrr^oranented that they should vote 
for the candidate who would treat the Negroes in the fairest 
manner. 

This documfjnt contains neither reccmmendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, It is 
the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is 
loaned to your agency; It and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 



ENCLOSUng 



RE: I^ERIIAUI) S. LTLIL V. CLAl^I' MCK If. KEUTY, ET Al... 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) C/IVJ.L ACTIOlMXUlii^.r..; 7u-ur>3 

souTiH' ri c'niTSTi."."' L;:ADj-:;si:ir coi'ri^ni^iicH (j:ci.c 
V. CLAiiivrGi: ;v;;ll":y, kv a;, (u.s.d.c, d.c.) 
CIVIL Acno:: i:a:ji::i 7&-ii{;&" 

Unrccorc-cd r>orial Orcad^/z^/d^ pullcct l;roM Lliii; file 
micjcr conri: order of U.S. District J\:.']'i,f' John Levis 
Sinith, Jr., find, sent to ilatioiiiil Archives.. 



Alrt«l 



August 31, 1964 

1 - Mr. Traiuor 

1 ^Mr. Forsyth 




Tos SAC, lev&rk 

Wrmi X>lr«ctor, FBI (100-106670) 

■APfTlH tmEE^Zim, JR. 
SECURITY HATTZB - C — ' 



Baurt«l S/28/64 concern log Inforafttioa obtained 
froB hlgbly neasltivo sources. 

Xnstire that detailed Infornatlon obtained trom 
the Indicated sources 1b furnished to the BureaUf as 
veil as appropriate offices, and such that itay be dis- 
seminated Is included in a consunlcatlon suitable for 



dissemination. This ■hould be done nctwithstandlns ths 
fact that dally susunarles of such Information vere furnished 
to Assftant Director DeLoach. 



MAlUPg" 

AUG 3 1 1964 

C0MMFB1 
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Collar an 
Conro6 ^ 
D*Loach 
Evan* _ 
GcJ* , 

Roson .„ . 

Sullivan ^_ — , . 
Ta«l O- 

Tn3tt«r ^ ^ 

Tele* Room 

Ho!f^<«i _^ 

Gandy ^„ . 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
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SUBJECT: CIRM 

New York Pile 100-151548 
Atlanta Pile 1O0-652OA 



COMINFIL OF SCLC 
IS - C 

Bufile IOO-43B794 
New York File 100-149194 
Atlanta File 100-5713 





rnPV. 



1964. 



Reference Atlanta alrtel to the Bureau dated August 21- g 



By referenced alrtel Atlanta requested Baltimore 
to determine subscriber to phone number 685-3500 and 
further identify one HENRY HARRINGTON (Phonetic), then at 
Baltimore, in Room Number 712, attempting to 
contact MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Unidentified caller advised 
KING'S secretary that he was to meet with KING in Atlantic • 
City during the coining weekend. 

Investigation by Baltimore determined the phone 
number 695-3500 to be the main trunk line of Holiday Inn 
(Downtown), Baltimore, Maryland. 




lis are presently 



5 - Bureau f3- 



10 0'-l^H^-j~^CIRM)(RSGISTERSD MAIL) 
100-43^79^5 (SCLC) O 



1 - 100 

;i - 100- 106670) {MaxjjOAjm^jaN^^ 

2 - New York (1 - 100- 1515A3)XC1RI'!) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

(1 - 100- 1^^9194) (SCLC) 

3 - Atlanta (l - IOO-652OA) (CIRM) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

(1 - 100-5713} (SCLC) /l-'.-- 
(1 -^90-^556) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 

(12) ^-/Vl'. - 
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BA 100-23140 



going through a filing process which makes it virtually 
impossible to sort out specific reff^tr^^n cards for j^fl 
approximately two to three weeks . {flHUH^stated the Holiday 
Inn (Downtown) has recently openedio^Dcm!ness and inexperienced 
help makes the examination of records a herculean task at the 
moment. He volunteered to assist the contacting agent in 
securing desired information as soon as filing section has 
regulated Itself for current business. 

The August 25, 196^, issue of Baltimore Afro-American 
reflected that the 39th Annual Convention of the National Bar 
Association was held at the Sheraton-Belvedere Hotel in 
Baltimore on August 20, 21 and 22, 1964. The group was 
addressed by W. AVERELL R'U^RIMAN, Under Secretary of State for 
Political Affairs, who represented President LYNDON B. JOHNSONj 
at the banquet on August 22, 1964. The Baltimore Convention 
was sponsored by the Monumental Bar Association of Maryland 
under leadership of W. EMERSON BROWN, JR. 

Baltimore will check records as expeditiously as 
possible and set out appropriate leads for office covering area 
where HARRINGTON resides. 
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August 25, 1964 ^ 

vi(LLiNFORMATIO[ICOnTAlNEi 




1964 DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



.TLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 



DATE-Z2_2-M-BY.^£:i?ii^ 

Mr. DeLoach called from Atlantic City at 10:40 a. m. today to advise ^' 
■ that based upon information (fpreived from Walter Jenkins, also information from our 
; iiiforiT.ants, Ma rtin_I^t |i e r Ki n j, wh n is recognized as the champion of the Negro 
{'^groups in Atiantfc Clty7and the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party now has 
I ; 13 votes lined up in the Credentials Committee. This means that the question of seatin 
t the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party will be brought to the floor of the Conventic 

I - ; /V.1- J. 



The Missi£^:.i:pi Freedom Democratic ri^^tj only needs 11 votes 
in order to bring the question of seating their delegation Convention floor for a 

light regarding this mLuer. Jenkins concedes they currenuy have 13. He is attemptir 
this morning to have various Democratic heads talk to various members of the 
Credentials Commiitee ar.d have t-'em change their vote to not bring this question to 
a fight on the floor. He is of the opinion that he may be able to succeed.' 



The crucial --oint of the Convention insofar as possible violence is '-^ 
cc.- jerr.ed will occur betwc.r. 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. this afternoon. If the ; 
: I.Iississippi Freedom Dc.r-.,;ratic Party is not seated, then the unruly elements within 
1 ihe Negro groups will post-iOly attempt to demonstrate. If these groups are seated this, 
^ of course, will i^lacate the Negroes, and there will be little consideration of violence. 
: At t:-.£ present time the Negro groups have no plans whatsoever as to what they will do i 
Jthe £v-.::t they arj not seated. We will follow this rr.atter closely and all informants ^ 
I have ,ian aler:,j^ to keep on top of this situation. 
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Mr. Eelmont 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. 5.,:.:\T.n 
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(u.s.D.c, D.c.) cxviL actio;: Ku:;i^i:;i 7G-1103 

V. cla;^:: ;c;: i;!:i.l:":y, kv a*, (u.sji.c, D.c.) 
CIVIL actio;: hu 7S-iu:G 



Unrecorc'cc] r/nrial dried S/zv/cV pulled fro'i l,Vij.i; file 
under cou^-l: order ox. U.S. D.ls;l:r.i cU Jijd':.o John Lr-v is 
Smith, Jr., and. sent to ilational Archives.. 



RE: Br:?.?:A)U) s. lue v. ct.a. w. kejj.f.v, et ai... 

(u.s.D.c, D.c.) CIVIL /.CTio;3 ^;u:A.J;;l 7G-].ia5 

soi)T;:";r' c^usti.'.:^ l;:ad;;.;si:i]' co;:ri^n;:::cH (r.cu 
V. CL;ii::v:G.: ;;i:jj.::v, k: ai, (u.s.n.c, D.c.) 
CIVIL actio;; ::u.:z[:a 

UnrGCOrdcd r/cricl ctcV-od ?//S'>4v pullocl rro!i LIij.j; file 
under court order of U.S. D.lfiCivlct Jiid'^e John Lc-vis 
Smith, Jr., ;ind. sent to national Areli.i.ves . . 
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5: or PM URGENT 8-28-6^ LIB 

to/director 
from detroit 282152 

6) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; SM - C, 

RE ATLANTA RAD TODAY, 

DUE TO EXTREME DELICATE NATURE OF CAPTIONED MATTER, 
THIS OFFICE UACB COIMTE.'v^PLATES NO ACTION. 




RECEIVED: 6:07 PM JFD 



ALL INFCR.MiiTION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UfiCLASSIFIED 
DATE Z::'-^ -^^ RW ^H-iMh^ 
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// the inlcllif/'Ticc coniaineJ in Ihc abnuc mcssagt' is to he <lissc»iirial<'J out- i(U- ihc liiircau, it is sui;gcsle<i tl'<^t il be suitably 
pcuaphra^cd in ordvr to protect the Bureau's cryplotlrapUic systems. 
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FBI 



Tranamlt the following In 



Via AIRTEL 



Date: 8/25/64 



(Type m plain text or code) 



I Priority J 

TO I DIRECTOR, FBI 

PROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-151548) 

SUBJECT: CIRM 



IT 




ReNY teletype dated 8/22/64. 

Enclosed are seven copies of a letterhead memorandum 
captioned and dated as above. 



) 




ipj^g source who 

letterhead memorandum wa 




e Information In the 



( 5-Bureau (100-3-116) (End. 7) (RM) 
^ (1-100-106670) (martin lut her-kIno, jr.) 
(1-100-158790) cbsyshdIrustinI 

2-Atlanta (100-5520-A) (CIRM) (End. 2) (info) (RM) 

(1-100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KINO, JR.) 
1-Newark (Info) (End. 1) (RM) 

1-New York (106-136585) (MARTIN LUTHER KINO, JR. ) (42) 
1-New York (lOO-46729) (BAYARD RUSTIN) (42) 
1-New York (100-151548) (42) 
gjyTMKirmv 
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NY 100-1515^8 



As you will note, the NYO has added on the 

documentation of RUSTIN that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS died on 
8/22/64. 

Thla letterhead memorandum la cla33lf led "Secret" 
because It contains Information from^^^^HHp^ This source Ly/f^ 
has furnished highly sensitive Inf orm^H^^^^W^ respect to the ' 
racial situation in the New York area and the CommunlBt 
Infiltration thereof, and It la felt that this classification 
13 necessary In order not to Jeopardize the valuable position 
of the Informant in furnishing information of this nature. 

Files of the NYO contain Insufficient information 
to characterize HERB CALLENDER. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JLoTZCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Krply, I'U-OM- li.^Oo 100-3*116 



New York, New York 
August 23, 1964 



.CO. 



E^H'i''?^'^*'''-^'''' ---- 



Re: Coinmunlat Party ^ 

United States of America 
Negro Question 
CoQSQuniat Influence In 
Racial Kattera 
Internal Security - C 



A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
Information in the past, advised on August 21 ,'^1964, that 
he had learned that Bayard Rustin, Martin Luther King, Jr.. 
(President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference) 
and Andrew Young (Executive Assistant to King) were in 
contact on that date. They took the opportunity to consider 
the Democratic National Convention (opening In Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, August 24, 1964) and whether Ruatln thought King 
should attend^ 

Rustin advised King that he should appear tomorrow 
(August 22, 1964) at 2:00 p.m. and put up a fight to get 
them seated (Freedom Democratic Party delegates from 
Mississippi). After that, Rustin opined. It seemed that 
King ml^t be in a position that he might not want to be In. 
In explaining to King and Young just what he meant, Ruatln 
said that in the event President Johnson did something un- 
acceptable to the "left youngsters" J they would demonatrate, V 

Thla uocument contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
Its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Re: Conununlat Party, 

United States of America - 
Negro Question 
Communist Influence In 
Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 

and if King were there, they would expect hiia to Join them, 
and should he refuse, the press would ask for an explanation. 
Regardless of what King might say, Rustln said. It would be 
interpreted by them (youngsters) as harmful to their efforts. 
He said King should not be in that position, and that one 
way to prevent it was^^^o leave tomorrow (August 22, 19^4) 
after his appearance 



In continuing, Rustln said if King were In Atlantic 
City and something should happen, people like Walter Reuther 
(president of the United Auto Workers and Vice President of 
the American Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial 
Organizations, AFL~CI0) would ask his support In stopping the 
"youngsters" from doing "kookle things." For that reason.. 
Ruatm saidjhe (Rustln) would not go'to the Convention. 

According to the source, Rustln told King and Young 
that he had been called by "youngsters" In Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, requesting that he call King and ask« i^im to 
telegram Attorney General Robert Kennedy and request hia 
support (in seating the delegates from the Freedom Democratic 
Party). In this regard. Ruatin advised King to do whatever 
he could to strike a blow for freedom, jf 

A 

King, Ruatin^ said, should make his appearance at 
the meeting of the Credentials Committee on August 22, 196U, 
then he could return to New York City, to Atlanta, Georgia, 
or gOat^j Tpiace he desired to go. In the event King desired^ 
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Re; Communist Party, 

United States of America - 
Negro Question 
Communist Influence in 
Racial Matters 
internal Security - C 



to return to the Convention he could consider going on Monday 
or Tuesday, Rustln stated, provided there was to be a peaceful 
demonstration to seat the delegates. In this regard. King 
said he had been assured by James Farmer of the Congress of 
Racial Equality (CORE) that demonstrations would be peaceful. 
To this, Rustin said Farmer did not have control of CORE, 
therefore, he could not control what happened. Rustin said 
this was because Farmer had given his "left wing" such 
freedom to do what they wanted, that nobody paid any attention 
to hlm.^ 

Furthermore, Rustin said that CORE had sent the 
biggest "kook" down to Atlantic City to organize demonstrations. 
According to the source, Ruatin identified this person as Herb 
Callender (Chairman of the Bronx Chapter of COREj.V 

Rustin told Andrew Young that he should attend the 
Convention to act as King's representative. This, Rustin 
said, would permit people to relay requests and messages 
to King through Young, who could then Inform them that 
King was unavailable due to an accident. Rustin said King's 
Injury might be the most fortunate thing to ever happen 
to King. King said he was using a crutch in order to get 
around. This prompted Rustin to advise King to go to Atlantic " 
City on a crutch. "Dy doing that, Rustin said ,the people from 
the Student Non-Vloleht Coordinating Committee would interpret it 
as a great token. ^ 

with regard to King's appearance before the 
Credentials Committee, Rustin told hlra that Joseph Rauh 
(Counsel to the United Auto Workers and counsel to the y 
Freedom Democratic Party) would expect him to talk for about^ 
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Re: Communist Party, 

United States of America - 
Negro Question 
Communist Influence In 
Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 



fifteen minutes. Rustln told King to make a real emotional 
appeal for the Freedom Delegates and to read a statement 
which Andrew Young had prepared. The following Is in 
essence what was contained therein: 

"That no state had gone to such extremes to prevent 
participation of Negro citizens in political life as the state 
of Mississippi," and enumerated such things as "literacy testSj 
economic reprisals, police intimidation and church burnings" 
to support the allegation, and said that a consequence, 
citizens of that state had come to the Convention in a moral 
appeal for recognition and representation in the Democratic 
Party. The seating of the delegation from the Freedom Party 
has political and moral significance far beyond the borders 
of Mississippi or the hails of the Convention, for there th« 
very Id^ia of representative government is at stake." In 
conclusion, the statement urged the sea^ng and recognition of 
the Freedom Democratic Party delegates. 

Bus tin, the source said, was highly complimentary 
of the statement, but instructed Young to add the following: 
"that/^11 who love democracy and freedom, nothing was so 
symbolic as whether the right decision was made to seat the — 
delegates." ^ 

King told Rustln that since neither he nor Rustln would 
be in Atlantic City during the Convention, they should try to 
get together in New York City to discuss what they planned to 
do before the election. 
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Re: Communist Party, 

United States of America - 
Negro Question 
Conununlat Influence In 
Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 

The same confidential sourct^advised on August 22, 
196U^ that Bayard Rustin was in contact with one Cortland (ph) 
on that date. Rustin told Cortland that Martin Luther King 
was going to appear before the Credentials Committee of 
the Democratic Party on that date, to present his testimony 



4 



Rustin said King was also willing to send a 
telegram to Attorney Oeneral Kennedy (seeking his moral 
support in seating the delegation fron the Freedom Democratic 
Party). In light of that, Cortland read the following telegram 
which vias to be sent In the name of King to Kennedy t'jg'^ 

"Four years after the Convention in which your 
brother took up the fight for full civil rights throughout 
the United States, we call upon you to carry that fight forward 

by voicing your support for the Mississippi Freedom Democratic 

Party. Your experience as Attorney Oeneral has made you the 

man in the country who is most aware of the moral imperative 

to support the Mlsslsslppians in their serious effort to 

change the ha-^an condition. Your voice on this issue would 

carry a great moral and political weight in favor of a 

democratic decision on the floor of the Convention, Your 

statement of supporc will encourage all who work for the 

liberal cause In both the North and the South 

► ^Ar 

Rustin approved the statement and told Cortland to 
release It from the office of the Freedom Party in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, when the right opportunity arose, ^ 

9v 
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Re: Communist party. 

United States of America - 
Negro Question 
Communist Influence In 
Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 



In "The Saturday Evening Post", issue of 
July 11-18, 1964, page J6, Bayard Rustln 
Is the subject of a feature article 
captioned "The Lone Wolf of Civil Rights", 
In It, Rustln Is said to have come to New 
York In 1938, as an organizer for the 

Young Communist League (YCL)j and as such| 
he had the job of recruiting students for 
the "Party". Furthermore, the article 
reports that during his first years In New 
York; Rustln gave most of his earnings to 
the "Party". °He reportedly left the"" 
"Party" in 19^1, the article states. 

The YCL has been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 

The "Daily Worker", February 11, 1957* 
page 1, column 2, reported that Bayard 
Rustlr, Executive Secretary, War 
Reslcters League, was an observer at the 
16th National Convention of the Communist 
Party, United States of America (CP, USA), 
held in New York City, on February 9-12, 
1957. 

The "Pally Worker" was an east coast 
Communist publication until it ceased 
publication on January 13, 1956. 
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Re: Communist Party, 

United States of America • 
Negro Question 
Communist Influence In 

Racial Matters 
Internal Security - 7 




Another confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable Infonnatlon in the past, advised on 
February 19 and 20, I96U, that Bayard Rustln 
contacted Benjamin J. Davis on those dates, 
and sou^t his advice as to how he could 
escape from a speaking engagement to which 
he was conunltted. On the latter contact, 
Davis told Rustln that he was working on his 
request and had contacted friends who had 
contacts wj-th the group to which Rustln was 
to speak. 



with 
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"The New York Times", Monday, August 24, 
1964, page 27, column 4, reports that 
Benjamin J. Davis, National Secretary, 
CP, USA, died m New York City on 
Saturday night, August 22, 1964. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-116) 
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-151548) ^^'l^^ S^^JM/tS, 

SUBJECT: CIRM FC'j^^' [J'p ^ 'tJit .V VcR'r ' ^^2^/' 

DJCUSSIFICATION - - A : « 

ReNYteletype dated 8/20/64, IfiT^^ 

Enclosed herewiffc are 7 copies of a letterhead 
memorandum captioned and aated as above* ' 
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letterhead memorandum was 
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100-158790) (BAYARD RUSTINJ^ 
Atlanta (100-6520-A)(CIRM) (Ends, 2) (Into) (RM) 
(1 - 100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KINO, JR.)' 
New York (IOO-I3O25O) (THOMAS DAVIS KAHN 
100-133062) (raCHELLE HOROWITZ 
100-46729) (BAYARD RUSTIN) (Ai 
100-136585) (MARTIN LUTHER KINO 
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The NYC has noted at the end of the documentation 
of BENJAMIN J* DAVIS, that he expired In New York city on 
8/22/64. 



LnWffl^xo^T^th 



This letterhead memorandum has been, 
"secret" because It contains Information fror 
This source has furnished highly sensitive In] 
respect to the racial situation in the NY area and the 
Communist Infiltration thereof, and it is felt that this 
classification is necessary in order not to jeopardize 
the valuable position of the source In furnishing informa- 
tion of this nature* 
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Communist Party, United States of 
America - Negro Question 
Communist Influence in Racial Hatters 
Internal Security - C 

On August 19 # 1964, a confidential source, who 
has furnished reliable information In the past, advised 
that Bayard Rust in and Rachelle Horowitz (a confidante of 
Rustin's) were in contact on that date. According to the 
source, they discussed a meeting which took place on that _ 
date in Washington, D,C,, between several civil rights leaders nS^^g 
and President Lyndon Johnson, Among those in attendance, 
according to Rustln were: A* Philip Randolph (President, 
Brotherhood of Sleeping car Porters, American Federation of 
Labor-congress of industrial organizations, APL-CIO), 
Janes Farmer (National Director of the Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE), "someone from the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee, SNCC (John Lewis, Chairman of ^ 
SNCC), and the whole gang except tor Martin Luther King"*/}^ 

Rustin, in commenting on what transpired during the 
meeting, said he learned that President Johnson did Just 
what Joseph Rauh (vice-president of the Americans for ~* 
Democratic Action (ADA) and the attorney for the 
Democratic Freedom Party) said he would do, "talked for 
fifteen minutes on all they had done and all the Party (jjQQDcraticW 
planning to do'\ Rustin said that for the last fifteen 
minutes. President Johnson had charts showing how the white 
back lash was growing. X/, 

Rustin, the source , advised, castigated James 
Parmer for not speaking out on the Missiasippi F5?eedom 
Party, and described the meeting as a "fiasco, "/i^ 

According to the source, Rustin remarked that he . 
v;as glad "we" talked King out of it (attending the meeting ),<)r^ 



dft Mii^gradtng an cU 
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Communist Party, United States of America 

Negro Question 

Communist Influence in Racial Hatters 



The same confidential source advised on August 19 
1964, that Rustln and Tom Kahn conferred on that date, 
Rustln told Kahn about the meeting which transpired on that 
date between the President and civil rights leaders. He 
said nobody dared mention the demonstrations (apparently 
referring to planned demonstrations of civil rights 
organizations at the Democratic convention) or efforts to 
seat the delegation representing the Freedom Party from 
Mississippi* 

yv 

Rustln related that A. Phillp Randolph had 
told hiJQ that he was sorry he had wasted his time by 
attending, and was sorry Rustln had not gotten hold of 
him in time to stop him. )J 

Later during the day of August IS, 1964, the 
same source advised that Rustln conferred with one Lucy 
(Last Name Unknoi'm) (believed bv the source to be a 
reporter for the "New York Post )* Rustln told her that 
Martin Luther King was in town (New york City) on that date 
and that "we" are working on his testimony (before the 
Platform Committee of the Democratic Party )4j^ 

Lucy, the -source related, asked Rustln how deeply 
committed were the state delegations that say they are 
going to support the Freedom Democratic Party at the 
Democratic National Convention, V 

Rustln, In answering, said he was of the opinion 
that they v;ere committed until the president made clear what 
he wants done. He said he thought many of them would fall 
by the wayside, Ke said the "inside story" was that a 
number of President Johnson's advisors were for seating 
both delegations from Mississippi or neither; but that 
president Johnson, to save what he could of the South, 
wanted to get away with seating regulafcA and doing Jf 
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communist Party, United States of America 

Negro Question 

CoiLinunist Influence In Racial Matters 



nothing about the delegates representing the Freedom 
Democratic Party, 

.• In continuing their conference, Lucy asked 

■what transpired during the meeting in Washington 
between the president and the civil rights leaders ^ 
In reply, Rustin said the Freedom Democratic Pairty was 
not discussed, and said he preferred not to say why the 
meeting was held. ^ 

With regard to King, Rustin said he sent a strong 
telegram to the President which the source said, in sub- 
stance was as follows:"^ 

"That it wr.s obvious that a denial of voting 
and political representation had occurred in the state of 
Mississippi which had ex ;luded and ignored Negro citizens 
of that state. That was a problem to which the Freedom 
Democratic Party had sought to address itself in the most 
lawful, orderly, disciplined and democratic means open to 
thera." King, the telegram said, went on to say that he stood 
behind the efforts of/Preedom Democratic Party and must do^ 
everything in his power to urge the seating of their 
delegates at the Democratic National Convention in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, In conclusion. King requested an . 
opportunity to discuss the matter with the president, V 

According to the source, Lucy and Rustin discussed 
what. If any» pressure the President might be receiving as 
to the seating of the Freedom party delegates* Rustin said 
it v;as generally felt £iinong liberals that President Johnson 
should seat both delegations from Mississippi and then split 
the vote, Ke sd,id the president was resisting this method 
in order to hold remnants from the South, ?^ 

^Gtii Mgard to the cakou^ of the- Credentials' Conrdltoo ' 
of the DoMocr£rtio Party, Rustiii oaid ^l6 vs not*^ 
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communist Party, United States of America 

Negro Question 

Communist Influence in Racial Natters 



supposed to tell her, but that "off the record. King, 
Wilklns, Joseph Rauh and Aaron Henry (the head of the 
Freedom Party delegation) would appear before the 
Committee", Also, Rustln said, "off the record, Reuther 
(VJalter) was among those working for both delegations 
being seated"^ 




A charaoterlzatlon of the YSL appears 
in the Appendix attached hereto. 



A confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the pa3t, a.lvised 
in January, 1961, that Thomas David Kahn 
admitted being a member of the Young 
People's Socialist League (ypSL) from 
1957 to 1961, and a member of the National 
Executive Committee of the YPSL during 
this same 'period. 

In "The Saturday Evening Post", Issue of 
July 11-18, 1964, page 76, Bayard Rustln 
is the subvert of a feature article 
captioned "The Lone Wolf of Civil Rights"* 
In it, Rustln Is said to have come to New 
York in 1938, as an organizer for the 
Young Corrixnunlst League (YCL), and as such, 
he had the Job of recruiting students for 
the "party". Furthermore, the article 
reports that during his first years in New 
York, Rustln gave most of his earnings to 



- 4 - 



Communist party. United States of America 
Negro Question 

Communist Influence in Racial Matters 



the "party". He reportedly left the 
"party" in 19^1, the article 
states. 

The YGL has been deslgnat@d pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450, 

The "Daily Worker", February 11, 1957* 
page 1, column 2, reported that Bayard 
Rustln, Executive Secretary, War 
Reslsters League, was an observer at the 
l6th National convention of the Communist 
Party, United States of America (CP, 'USA), 
held in N-.^w York City, on February S-12, 
1957. 

The "Dally Worker" was an eas-S coas;; 
CoiTimunlst publication until V: ceased 
publication on January 13 # 1955. 




Another confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable Information In the past, advised on 
February 19 and 20, 19^^^ that Bayard Rustin 
contacted Benjamin J, Davis on those dates, 
and sought his advice as to how he could 
escape from a speaking engagement to which 
he was comr.iitted. On the latter contact, 
Davis told Rustin that he was working on his 
request and had contacted friends who had 
contacts ^Atti the group to which Rustin was 
to speak3 */.' 



- 5 - 



Communist Party, United States of America 
Negro Question 

communist Influence in Racial Matters 




"The New York Times", Monday, August 2^, 
1964, page 27, column 4, reports that 
Benjamin J, Davis, National Secretary, 
CP, USA, oied in New York City on 
Saturday night, August 22, 19o4, 
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YCU NG SOCIALIST Lu^OJE (YSI ) 

The March I, 1954, issue of the "Youog Socialist 
Challenge," published as page three of "Labor Action," 
an official publication of the IndepeQ<Jent Socialist 
League (ISL), contained an article concerning the 
creation of the YSL, which pointed out th^t at a UQity 
conference occurring February 12-14 , 1954, at Labor Actipfi 
Hall, Naw York, New Ycrk, a merges occurred between the 
Young People's Socialist League (YPSL) and the Socialist 
Youth League (SYL). The new organization was Darned the 
YSL. 

A confidential informant on June 15, 1954, made 
available the minutes of the YSL's National Action Committee 
meeting of April 13, 1954, which reflected that one S. 
SITHjviAN, " Chairn-idn of 3P (Socialist Party) Youth Committee,*, 
had objected to a statement appearing in •'Commerce," a 
New York University journal, which indicated that the YPSL 
merged with the SYL to form the YSL. He explained that 
the YPSL did not merge with anyone, that it continued to 
exist as the youth section of the Socialist Party. He 
explained that a small group of the YPSL was dropped, 
expelled, or suspended from that organization and joined 
the SYL, which he characterized as the youth group of the 
"Trotskyite I3L." Ke explained that after these few former 
members of the YPoL joined the SYL, the SYL thea paoceeded 
to change its name for its own purposes. 

On April 9, 1956, another confidential informant 
advised as follows: 

The YSL has frequently worked in close sympath,etic 
cooperation with the ISL toward similar objectives, although 
each major issue given mutual consideration is decided upon 
by these organizations individually. The YSL serves as an 
apprenticeship for the ISL, but ISL selection of members from 
YSL rar-ks is mode on an individual and personal basis. In 
many instances YSL members are also members of the ISL» 



y 

v^'Tts* -j'UUvJ .t^loz at ;.2w:ri*a 



( 



^^^^^^ 



YOUNG sb(^Al.lsi LRj\GUE (Y5L) CQhTT'D, 

The YSL and ISL utilize the same printing house in New 
York Gity and the YSL publication is printed as aa rn^ert 
ir* "Labor Action. l Frequently, lecturers before the YSL 
are r3L members. 

The September 22, 1958, issue of "Young 

Socialist Challenge." which appeared as page five of 
"Labor Action," contained sn undated statement farorn 
the Natiooal Actli^a <>oinmittee of the YSL vchich indicated 
that the YSL had l?een dissolved. The statement appeared 
under the caption "Ooin the Young Peoples Si-^ialist League.' 

The YPJL is pij^licly k^o^in as the youth 
affiliate ©f tho Socialist Party-Social Democratic 
Federation, ' 
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ALL INFORMATION CCH'TAiNEO 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Mr. Burke MarshaU DATE ^i^^W BY S'/^Y Augue t 18, 1964 

rai L 




Assi&tant Attorney General ^^'7 ^ 
Director, FBI ^ ' V 



L£TT£R QUESTIONING PROTECTION 
AFFORDED Da MARTIN LUTUEIt KING 
:JQ^ on JULY 24, 1964, BY Frn AGENTB^ 



CPS ;;: 



I am returning herewith the letter dated July 28, 1964^rq9t 
Lawrence A. Rainey, Sheriff of Neshoba County, Mleslssippl, ivhich ^taa-^ 
referred to you by the White House. You will note that tliis letter Is a copy 
of a comniunicatlon vhlch Sheriff Kalney vrote to me. In It, Sheriff Ralney 
questions the authority by which FLI Agents furnished protection to Dr. Martin 
lather King during his July 24, 1964, visit in Philadelphia, MississlppL 

Sheriff Ralney is a suspect in the case entitled "Unknown 
Subjects; Michael Henry Schwerner; Andrew Goodman; James Earl Chaney— 
Victims, Civil Rights. " He has displayed a hostile, uncooperative attitude 
toward the FBI and has engaged in a campaign of harassment agaln&t our 
Agents. In view of these facts, I did not dignify Sheriff Rainey's letter with 
a reply when the original was received by me. 

FBI Agents were, of course, on hand throughout Dr. Martin 
Luther King*s visit In Philadelphia, ^iississlppi. They performed this 
assignment at the Instruction of the President after information had been 
received indicating that an attenipt might be made on Dr. King's life during 
his stay In Mississippi. 

° Based upon Sheriff Ralney*s past actions, it may be anticipated 
that he will attempt to misuse any reply to his July 23, 18C4, letter that he 
ml^t receive from either tlie Department or the V.'hite House. Accoruln^ly, 
I feel the best course of action is to Ignore his inquiry. . 



Enclosure 

1 -- Mr. DeLoach (sent with cover memo) 



f^A^*^ 1 - Mr. Bdmont (sent with cover memo) 
1 - Mr. Rosen (sentwth cover memo) 
1 - Mr, Sullivan (sent with cover memo) 



B*l-nont 




DIRECTOR, 
FOR "approval I 




:Z NOTE: 
Dr 



See M. A. Jones to DeLoach memo of 8-17-64 captioned "Visit of 
. Martin Luther [king to- Philficjelphia, Mississippi." 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

ROUTING SLIP 



to; 



MAMC 



Al Rosen 



OtVISlOH 



SUICDIHG 



ROOM 



□ SIOdATUHE Qco«*ietiT □ PCH COt*veM*TIOH 

□ *PPROV*». □ MCCESSARY ACTIOH fl A« WEQUESTEO 

Q ite tie Q note akd rkturm Ohotc ako file 

□ HeCOMMCHDATION Q CALL « atOUB WFOBHATlOII 

n 



ANSWER OR ACKNOVL- 
CDCe ON OR BCFOflE _ 

PREPARE REPLY rOR 



HE SI6NATURK or 



REMARKS 



Al: 



Could you informally give me any guidance 
as to how I should answer our good friend, 
the Sheriff? 



8/10 



from: 



MAMS 



•UII.DIN0, ROOM. KST. 



OATC 




) 

^ THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 
ROUTE SLIP 

(To ramain MiUt corT««pond«nc«) 

Date: August.3,..196A 

TO:...Mrx..J.o.«..jD.QU.'i.L..DepAKtment of 

Prompt handling i"» essential. CorresponiUnie should be answefed or other aecesiary action taken within 48 
hours after arrivai at the department or agency. If any delay is encountered, please telephone office o£ the 
undersigned. 

Please hatuili the attached correspondence as irulicaled below: 

A. Reply on behalf of the President. '. . 

B. Draft for presidential signature 1 1 Uv'.v \ .\ A \i>\M4. 

C Draft for undersigned's signature 1 1 ,.4- . .-^ u^^^^i 1. . . . 

\i D. Other: G AlE -iHli^-Jik^X^^i^ 

(1) For background briefing on which to base reply from this office 

(2) For suitable acknowledgement or other appropriate handline , 

(3) For your information — 

(4) For comment 

Furnish this offi.ce with a copy of your reply. Yes No .jcx.. .. 

Return the original correspondence to this office. Yes No jcs 



REMARKS: Copy of letter to J. Edgar Hoover, FBI, from Lawrence JCT Rainey, 
Sheriff of Neshoba County, Miss. , 7-28-64, wanting to know by 
what authority FBI agents were assigned to protect Martin 
Luther King on his visit to Philadetphia, Miss. 

AfJA 



H chart Taylor, Jr. ' ~" 

Jircctmn of the President: Associate Counsel Jv^^ 




to tlie President j DfPA'';7vJrN'' Cf flf^n.^ ( 

ild AUG 7.iiy64 



AUG 31 1964 //(^j - '0 ( ( ' \ ^ 



"1 



V 



July 2fi, 1964 



/ 



r 



r.m. J. 2DGAR HOOVER 

B1R:-:CT0R Fi^D2RAL BURJ2AU OF INVESTIGATION 
V/A3HIKGT0K 25, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

On your recent visit to the State of Mississippi you 



and not a police force, and that your or^janization could not 
protect the Rights V7orkers and other such xvorkers. 

On July 24, 196.+ , Martin Luther Xin^i, a person upon 
v.-hom there appears to be substantial evidence to support 
the fact that he is a co:';nunist, arrived in the City of 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, at approxiinately 3:30 P,!-;, 
; Fron the time he a: rived until the time of his departure 
i I'ing \;as civen full l^El protection which consisted of 
I approximately 20 to 24 FBI agents i^hich were with him at 
; all tines. IVe believe that tlie protection of Xing could 
: have been adequately handled 07 state and local law 
' enforcer.ent officers. As a citizen of this county and as 
a public official of our county, I air. very interested in 
finding out by Vvhat authority you v^ere authorized to give 
such protection to King, J^our kind consideration in 
an5v;ering this inquiry vail be appreciated. 





ji!ii:R::FF c? ki^skoba coui.-ty, mississi 



/ 



cc; 



i3KT LYiQCN B. JOHICoOK 



/ 



LAR/flh 



L XEROX 



AUG 31 1564 




FD-Se (R*T. 12-I3-5*} 



Transmit the following in 



COHFf 




3 

B/17/6i| 



(firpe in plain text or code) 



Via AIRTEL REGISTERED HAIL 

(Priority or Itethod of Mailing) j 



h 



TO I 
FROMt 

SUBJECT 



Dir«ctort FBI 
SAC, Philadelphia 

CIRM 

fiUfile 100>3>116 
PHfile 100-»»n06 

MARTIN UmfEfe-KXM6». 

BUfil* 100-106670 . 
PHfile 1D0-U62^0 / 



r.USSlFIED »«t!^/^jMj?<, 



Enclosed for the Bureau are ten copies of a letterhead 
memorandum suitable for dissemination. Two copies are designated 
for the Atlanta Office and one for New York. 

Dissemination was made to ONI, OSI, and INTO locally. 




^'^ureau (RM) 

<3' - 100-3-116) 
(1 - 100-106670) (Enc. 10) 
Atlanta (Enc, 2) (RM) 
(1 - 100-6520-A) (CIRM) 
<1 - 1S7-H00) (KING) 
New York (100-151548) (CIRM) 
Philadelphia 
(1 - 100-147106) 
(1 - 100-»<6230> 
(1 - 100-29528) (RAYMOND PACE 
(1 - 



2 - 



1 



APPPOPRIATE AGENCIES X,, 
AND FIELD OFFICES | | ""^S. 
ADVISED BY KOUriNQ x ' 



(Info) (Enc. 1) 



ALEXANDER) 



NOT I^BO^^^^. 
AUG 31 1954 4 



ISO 



(POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE 
MAJOR URDAN AREAS - RACIAL MATTERS) 



OLB:ARM 

Approved: . 
SIrP *J l^^'^'i^P^'^'"^ ^^^^^ Charge 



Per 




{ 



( 




NT OF JUSTICE 



UNITED STATES DEPA 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Ruply, Ffaw* Jl^<r » 



Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 



/ ^ ^' August 17, 196 

pECLAS Sl' ii-'ftTtOt* **''KA3^trN''LUTHER KING, Jr., 

^ ^ SPEAKS IN PHILADELPHIA, 



AUGUST 10^ 196 4_ 



The Philadelphia Inquirer, a daily newspaper, in its 
iesue of August 11, I96H, page 2, contained an article captioned 
"King Calls Violence Futile". This article reflected that 
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, described as "apostle of non-violent 
resistance in the civil rights field", told 3,000 Negro college 
women Monday night, August 10, 1964, that violence and war are 
obsolete in the nuclear age, 

KING addressed the Ulst meeting of the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority in Irvine Auditorium at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. He condemned the recent rioting in Harlem and Rochester, 
N, y. He stated that violence \^ not only immoral but also 
impractical. He stated, however, that so long as there is segre- 
gation and discrimination the causes of violence will remain 
present . 



He called for "massive programs" to rid the nation of 
its Negro ghettos. 

KING stressed love as the chief means of ending segre- 
gation. He stated that Negroes "can love the oppressor while 
hating the action of oppression". In regard to the 196'* Presidential 
Election, KING stated '^f it is GOLDWATER in 'Bit, it will be hot 
water in '6S, bread and water in '66, and no water at all in '67", 

He urged increased Negro voter registrations. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer also carried an article on 
the same page stating that CECIL B. MOORE, P^^fsident of the Phila- 
delphia Chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, stated Monday, August 10, 196 M, that public 



:.v;:-. r 





( / 
MARTIN LUTHER KINo, Jr., 

SPEAKS IN PHIIjADELPHIA, 
AUGUST 10, 196H 

discussion has increased the likelihood of racial riots in Phila- 
delphia. 

MOORE referred to recent statements made by the Phila- 
delphia Executive Director 'of the Urban League plus statements 
made by Judge RAYMOND PACE ALEXANDER. 

According to the Philadelphia representative of the 
Urban League, Philadelphia is a "racial tinderbox*\ Judge 
ALi<XANDER disagreed stating that Philadelphia "built-in safeguards 
in the form of a number of private and public agencies'*. 

The September 17, 1931, issue of the "Moscow News", an 
English langUBp,e Connunist newspaper published in 
Moscow, Russia, carried an article captioned "Conmunisjn 
Is the Only Hope of the Negro People" which is set out 
in part below. 

"'Soviet Russia is the only country that offers 
liberty and equality to all people black and white. 
When I go home to America, I shall tell my people, 
the Negroes, that their salvation lies in Comnunisn. ' 
This from Raymond Pace Alexander and his young wife« 
both attorneys from Philadelphia now is Moscow. 
'There has been a trenendous Megro movement toward 
Communism in the past few years,' Alexander declared. 
'Our people have been coming to us asking us questions 
about Socialism, anxious to know if the Socialist govern- 
ment in Russia vJas as it was painted, I came to find 
out so that I could give then firsthand information. I 
i shall tell them that Communism offers the only govern- 

ment of the masees.* Alexander, a graduate of Harvard 
I University, has been President of the National Bar 

I Association of America, the only national association 

i for Negro lawyers, for the past two years." 

The November 30, 19M6, edition of the Philadelphia "Afrp- 
, American", a twice-weekly Me^^ro newspaper published in Phila- 

delphia, carried an article captioned "Civil Rights Unit 
! to be Formed Here". The article said that a two day 

i conference to orp,anize a Philadelphia chapter of the Civil 

_j Rights Congress would be held December 13-lU, 1946, The 

^ article stated that RAYMOND PACE ALEXANDER, Attorney, 

would serve as chairman during a luncheon meeting on 
^ December 14, 19M6, at the Adelphia Hotel, 13th and Chestnut 

Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 

coNFinr.f 
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MARTIN LUTHER KllT., Jr., 
SPEAKS IN PHILADELPHIA, 
AUGUST 10. 196 U 



con\msntial 



The Civil Rights Congress has been designated 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10U50* 




tage» 

917 Race Street, Philadelphia, in celebration of the 
victory of the Philadelphia Smith Act defendants. During 
the dinner, JOSEPH ROBERTS, one of the Smith Act defendants 
and a former CP official in Philadelphia, said that he 
wished to thank everyone who had assisted the Philadel* 
phia Smith Act defendants in gaining their freedom* 
Among tho$e specifically named was RAYMOND PACE ALEXANDER. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis- 
tributed outside your agency. 



1 



gtjUl'cCS of I'nis Bureau whose 
identities arc concealed in 
Ihia document have furnished 
r*liablo information in the past. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



Mr. De Loach 



DATE: 8-17-64 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



M. 




Candy 



VISIT OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 
TO PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI 




( 



BACKGROUND: 



' hate last month, Sheriff Lawrence-^ Rainey and Judge Leonard E. 

' ^^^2Stex\ of Neshoba County, Mississippi, wrote practically identical letters to the 
Bureau inquiring as to the Bureau's authority for furnishing "full FBI protection" 
to Martin Luther King during King's visit in Philadelphia, Mississippi, on July 24th. 

As you know, FBI protection was extended to King as a result of an 
order issued by the President; and information had been received indicating that 
an attempt upon King's life might be made while he was in Mississippi. 



) 



r 





Neither the letter received from Jiw^e Warren nor the one from 
Sheriff Rainey was acknowledged. ALL inFORMATlOrJ COMTAiNED / f\ 

RECENT DEVELOPMENT: / HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ -V; 

The Civil Rights Division of the xteparrirten t has- now forwarded to the 
Bureau a copy of the letter which Rainey wrote to the Director. This copy of Rainey' s 
letter was or^inally sent to the White House; and the White House referred it to the 
Department on August 3rd "for suitable acknowledgement or other appropriate 
handling. " The Department has asked the Bureau for informal guidance as to how 
to answer Sheriff Rainey. M 

Rainey is, of course, a principal suspect in the MIBURN case /-^ 
(disappearance and murders of the three civil rights workers whose bodies were 
found outside Philadelphia, Mississippi, on August 4, 1964). He has displayed a 
hostile and uncooperative attitude toward the Bureau; and his letter inquiring con- 
cerning the protection given to Martin Luther King obviously is merely a harassing 
tactic, ^^^10% 

— \96V'' 'I . Rti; i"* -''<y 

p^UG 5^ * The Jackson Office has advised that in view of Sheriff Rainey's openly 
hostile attitude, and in view of the fact that he is a principal suspect in the MIBURN 

■M ■ ... ^ a-io» wvv- 

1 - Mr.^^oscn - Enclosurev 
1 - Mr. SulUvah - ^^T<^bsu^e 



REC \^ /do ^ J (J /. A / f) - // 



•iff Rail 



Enclosure. . > 

1 4 Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Belnipnt.- Enclosure 

•GWG:•p^r^lh yP^-^ 

m 



(continued next page) 



f 



M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo 
Re: DR. MARTIN HJTHER KING 



case, our Agents in Philadelphia did not tell Rainey about the alleged threat against 
King's life when King visited Philadelphia last month. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached memorandum be sent the Civil Rights Division 

iof the Department suggesting that Sheriff Rainey 's letter not be acknowledged since 
Rainey is a suspect in the MIBURN case and since Rainey has adopted a hostile, 
uncooperative attitude. 




) J 



1 




.y^^yO L, 0 ^ August 26. 1964 




CP 



Your letter of August 18th has been received. 

VVhlle I would like to be of assistance to you, 
InToriKatlon contained In tbe files of tlie FBI must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
ol Justice and is available for official use only. I trust you will 
understand my inability to be of aid. 

Sincerely yours, 

EL Edgar Hoover 

NOTE: Tliere is no record of Correspondent in BufUes. 



PDW:plr 
<3) ^ 



ALLlNFOf^ivlATlONCONf/uhLU 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ 
DATE /J P-^^ BY ^/^sififyjiAn 
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'Tol«on » 
Belmont . 

Unhr 

C(]sp«r 

Callahan , 

Conra'j 

DeLodch _ 
Evojis 

Gale 

Roeen 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel 

Trotter 
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TELETYPE UNIT 



TRUE COPY 



August 18, 1964 



Dear Mr. Hoover 

In my churc^ work and from most things I 
read & hear Martin l "iifh<>r~1<:in^ is one of the more stable 
and responsible negro leaders/ Yet in other publications 
and two of our local ministers say he Is a communist or at 
best a fellow traveler - I am confused - 



Could you please tell me the truth - 



Sincerely, 




Redondo Beach, Calif. 





-ro 



0^' 
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Domestic Intel] ' ^ence Division 
Informat /e Vote 

8-25-64 



Attached Phoenix teletype reveals that 
subject, ivho is in custody of the Tucson, 
Arizona, Police Departnent on a loitering 
charge and being held in lieu of $10,000 
bond for armed robbery, Los Angeles, 
California, advised Tucson Police Depart- 
ment that subsequent to 7-18-64 i4hlle in 
Washington, D. C, he attempted to 
assassinate President Johnson. He alleged 
he Kent to the iChite House on 3 occasions, 
aimed ,22 caliber revolver at silhouette 
of man near id-ndow, second floor, libit e 
House, but did not shoot as interrupted 
by pedestrians on street. This information 
has been furnished to the Secret Service, 
Phoneix, Arizona, vrhich will interview 
subject reqardinci this allegation as well 




AJD 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE/i^^iij_BY5y^/J/W/A 



■a ^ a o d •( 



FBI VASH DC 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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FBI PHOENIX 

9t21 PM nST URGENT 8-25-54 DLL 
TOt DIRECTOR* FBI 
FROHt SAC, PHOENIX SP 

^^^^ ALLEGED ATTEMPT TO 

ASSASINATE PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 

REPORTER FOR THE TUCSON DAILY CITIZEN* NEWSPAPER, TUCSON, 
ARIZONA, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED PHOENIX OFFICE TODAY STATING 





HE HAD INFORMATION THAT 



VAS IN CUSTODY OF TUCSON POLICE 



DEPARTMENT AND HAD MADE STATEMENTS TO EFFECT THAT HE, 
HAD ATTEMPTED TO ASSASINATE PRESIDENT JOHNSON, 



TUCSON PD, ADVISED 



VAS ARRESTED ON 



AUGUST TWENTY ONE LAST ON LOITERING CHARGE. SUBSEQUENT INTERVIEW 



HAD WITH HIM BY PD PERSONNEL ON AUGUST TWENTY FIVE, 



ADMITTED 



TO ARMED ROBBERY IN LOS ANGELES, THIS CHARGE HAS BEEN VERIFIED 



AND 



IS BEING HELD FOR LOS ANGELES AUTHORITIES IN LIEU OF 



TEN THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND. 

DURING INTERVIEW BY TUCSON PD 



STATED HV<>^/ft^<^91?K?ED 



183 AUG 31 \ 
ROM ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY WHERE HE 



VAGUE AS TO DATES OR 



SERVED SENTENCE FOR ARMED ROBBERY. 
PLACES, HOWEVER, HE CLAIMS THAT AFTER HE LEFT ILLINOIS HE WENT 



END PAGE ONE A 



1 
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PAGE TVO 

TO NEV YORK CITY VHERE HE FOUND A TWENTY TVO CALX3RE REVOLVER 
ON SEAT OF AN AUTOKOBILE. HE COMNITTEO AN ARHEO ROBBERY AT NYC 
AND THEN VENT TO VASHXN8T0N» D. C. VHILE IN VASHIN8T0N HE HET 
AND HAD FIGHT WITH FOUR NEGROES » ONE OF VKOH HE SHOT AND ONE OF 
uwnM HP <;TARRrn. tht<: &i TFRr^ATirtM ARr^R&UATrn utm rn Tur rvrirMT 

THAT HE DECIDED TO ASSASINATE PRESIDENT JOHNSON, HE WENT TO THE 
WHITE HOUSE AND ON THREE OCCASIONS AIKED THE REVOLVER AT A 
SILHOUETTE OF A KAN WHO APPEARED NEAR A WINDOW ON THE SECOND aoOR 
OF THE EAST WING OF THE WHITE HOUSE. HE CLAIMS THE ONLY REASON HE 
DID NOT SHOOT WAS THAT HE WAS INTERRUPTED BY PEDESTRIANS ON THE 
STREET. ^mil^CLAI nS HE LEH WASHINGTON AND WENT TO ^ AUGUSTINE^ 
FLORIDA, WITH THE INTENTION OF KILLING MARTIN LUTHER KING^ 'hOWEVER, 
KING WAS NOT IN FLORIDA, SUBSEQUENTLY HE WENT TO KINGSTON, TENN., 
THEN TO TEXAS, HITCHHIKING INTO LOS ANGELES WHERE HE MET UP WITH 
INDIVIDUALS WITH WHOM HE PULLED AN ARMED ROBBERY ON WHICH CHARGE 
HE IS NOV BEING HELD BY TUCSON PD AS A FUGITIVE. 

CONTACT HAS BEEN HAD WITH lHHmHW ^^^f SECRET 
SERVICE, PHOENIX, WHO ADVISES HE WILL INTERVIEW ^|||pkE ALLEGED 
ATTEMPT TO ASSASINATE PRESIDENT JOHNSON. NO FURTHER ACTION BEING 
END PAGE TWO 



■ .) 
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PAGE THREE 

TAKEN BY PHOENIX OTHER THAN SUBMISSION OF LETTERHEAD NEnORANDUff 
TO BUREAU FOR DISSEMINATION AND DISSEMINATION OF LHK TO SECRET 
SERVICE, PHOENIX* 

IN THE EVENT FURTHER PRESS INQUIRY RECEIVED THEY VILL BE 
ADVISED HATTER HAS BEEN REFERRED TO SECRET SERVICE. 
END 
NHH 

FBI VASH DC 
TU CfR 



P 



TRUE COPY 



HEREIN IS UNCLASSiFlEn 




Dear Mr. Hoover, 



ompano Beach, Fla. 



Enclosed you will find the oopy of a letter sent 
to the students of Springfield College in Springfield, Mass. 

My nephew attends Springfield, and his Mother 
sent the letter to me. 

To me it seemed a very peculiar letter for a man 
who was in charge of the "Spiritual Needs" of the students to 
send out, so I xeroxed it, and sent it to several friends. 

One wrote back that she felt you should have a 
look at this letter. 

Undoubtedly there is nothing amiss, but 
the first address my nephew ever heard at Springfield was about 
"The New Breed" 



) 

\ 



11 



Liberal Education seer^s to enjoy seeing how f;vr 
left it can go, and when Mar Unjjut her was selected for 

their Commencement Exercises it s^^ed a shame, but who .im I to 
say anything, because Martin L»K; Jr. is going to receive the Nobel 
Peace Prize, I hear. ~*y)^3^_fr 

There is no neeb" to acknowledge or comment 
Ion this letter,- you are a busy man, but thougityou might like to 
[see it. 

'? 

Mr. fioover, please take care of yourself, because 
I am just one of the Millions of people in this Country that cai: 
sleep, because we know you are in charge of the F. B-L 



May God richly bless you and yours forgY9uj 
great service to America hV'Xj 



064 
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SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE 
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SPHlNCriELO ». MAhsA' IIUSCTTS 



Dear Springfield College Student: 



I hope you ore having & pleasant aunncer, finding both refreahr.snt and 
relaxation in whatever you are doing, I am sorry that you were unable to hear 
the address which Dr. ^5artin Luther King, Jr, gave at the Conmienceinent exercise* 
Dr. Kins spoke directly and eloquently about the problems of var, of poverty, 
of Ignorance, and of racial Injustice* He began by saying: 

ft 

"i\bst of you have read that interesting little sltetch by Washington 
Irving entitled "Rip Van Winkle," The one thing that w© remember about 
this story probably more than anything else la the fact that Rip Van Winkle 
slept 20 yeara. But there is another point in that etory that la almost 
always conipletely overlooked. It was the sign on the Inn in the little 
town on the Hudson ffoo which Rip went up into the luountain for his long 
sleep. When he went up, the sign had a picture of King George the Third 
of England, When he came dovrn, it had a picture of George Washington, - 
the first President of the liiited States. And when Rip looked up at the 
picture of George Washington, he was amazed. He was eoapletoly lost. 
Ke knew not who he was. This incident suggests that the most striking 
thing about the story of Hip Van Winkle is not merely that he slept 
20 years, but that he slept through a -revolution. While he was peace-> 
fully snoring up in the mountains a great revolution was taking place In 
the world, a revolution that in many points would change the face of the 
whole world, and Rip knew nothing about it. He was asleep. He slept 
through a revolution," 

An important thing has happened in our nation since suraraer vacation began. 
It is the passage, the ♦reality of a strong and hopefully effective Civil Rights 
law. And yet a law which calls for Justice will have little or no effect on 
the world if we are guilty of slaeptag through a revolution, 

I do not write this letter to tell you how you must act, but only to add 

ny voice to the plea of I^irtin Luther King: that you not spend this suinmer 
sleeping through a revolution. There are many constructive actions in behalf 
of inprovlng race relations which you might consider during 'the sunuiiBr months. 
In conmunities all over the LViited States there are projects for Voter Regis- 
tration, These projects are aiiseo at Inforiaing the American public of the oppor- 
tunities for voting and the means for registration. An informed and voting 
nation is the best guarantee of our freedoms. Call the local League of VJoinen 
Voters or local Civil Rights organization or local churches to find out how you 
might be involved. Nhny communities are carrying on prograias of educational 
tutoring for poorly educated and culturally deprived children and adults. Your 
skills ray be needed in the war against ignorance, Eqiilpplng your minds with 
the facts, not the fancies, about civil and huiTian rights Is a roaponsibllity you 
hold as an educated person and as a citizen. There are many opportunities avail- 
able for opening your mind to such concents during the summar months in your 
own conjnunitioa. 

Have a pleasant sujFimer, but for your own sake and for the sake of the 
world, do not sleop through a revolution. 




ENCLOSUXiE 




Collor-Q Chaolain and 
Trifttrnrttor In Rallicrlon 



RKi Bl-PJJAl^n S, L"!- V. CI.Ar.ElX.!- il. KELT, TV, KT AL. 

(U.S. u.c, D.c.) CIVIL ACTioiJ Ku:ix.i:;i 7G-ii:.3 

soDTi:'.- c''!;tsti;.:^ l" ADi::is!:ii' co;:r-i'T:.:::;cK (::clc) 
V. CLAi;:: ;c;: !;!;j.L':y, v:r at, (u.s.n.c, l).c,) 
CIVIL actio;: i:u.:jlu 7&-iii;o' 

Unrecorc'oc! narlal (.]r'c(id ^/zv/^ / piillc;(i Tro'i Lljj.i; file 
uiifjcr ccMirl: ordcx- U.S. D.lsi;r.!Ct JikI'^g John Lo.vis 
Smith, Jr., and. sent to i!:itio!i;il Arcliives, . 



it 



J 



souTciiv::' c''!i]STi;.:' j.;:;M>i-.;s!:tv coMi'i^ni.iCH (j:clc) 
V. CLAi^A.ic;: ki:j.l':v, at. (u.s.n.c, D.c.) 
CIVIL Acno:: i:u.;ji:u 76~ii{jg" 

Uiirocorclod r.orirJ. (].?lc.'d ^/^fl^^ piillncl froM iJi.Vr. flic 
uncjcr ccurL order o.l U.S. DLsi'.r.ict Jud'^c John Levis 
Smith, Jr., r'ind. sent: to Mational Archives.. 
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8/20^64 



AimL 



TO: DISICTOR, FDX 
FaOVt SAC, WFO 
CIRM 

DuflU 100-3.116 
At file 100-6 520- A 
fFOfll« 100-42110 



SH > C 
Euf lie 
ATX lie 



JR. 



100-106C70 
100-5580 
100-40164 

JI»WFOairt«l 6/ 19/64. 




_ _______ KINO ^-7(0) 

checked out of the Sboroliam At 1:27 p.«.« 8/20/64. . 
ForuardlDg adtlre&s 1b 334 Auburo Avenue, N. E., Atlanta, h'iS^j 
Cecrgln. KITO occupied a elnelo room, A-r'07, and there 
vere do additional charges or toll calls. 



o 
u 



5 



2 - /tlaiita 
2 - VKO 



FDCcbr 
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AI-^TEL 
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J62 AUG 27 1964 

ALL IMF0:!tMATI0NCUiTrAirO 
HEREiN IS UMCLASSiFlEO 
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AXRfZL 



AXK JDIZL - RJSQlSTEnXD 




TO I 
FROH s 
I 



tiMxctagit WBi (100*3-116) 

8AC« iOS ABQIUES (100-24 3(15) 
Cttll 



M Lo« Ang«l«s airtel to ih« Bur«au, 

An artlel« «ppear«4 In the 8/19/6M l0Bu« of "Tno 
DBllj Bnt«rprlft«« " • Rlver»l<l«, C9llfcrr.i« tfnily newspaper 
concemlne KING*! propoaetf forthcoalng visit to Rlvcrelde, 
C« Uforriift. 

TIM »rtlcU ^uotee SARNfiTT OBTSR, eheiraan for KINQ'ft 
•ppcsrence, as stating, "It loo^s extre3>ely doubtful* t^iat 
una Mould be able to attend. OHIlJR states in the article 
the Invitation was sent to KINO In the belief he would be 
on the west coast next eonth (septe.^berj 11/3^), but it has 
since been learned he would not be in tnis area and would 
not be able to accept the invitation. 

natter will be followed throu^^^h soiirces and if 
•ny change develops^ Bureau will be advised. 
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Bweau (100-3-11^) (IOO-IO667O) 

1 - Atlanta (Info.) 

2 - Los Anr.Gle* (100-2^13^5) 

(1 - 100-57229) 
RLPlHMS 
(9) 



17'! AUli 27 1964 



^64 AUG 311964 
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FBI. 

Date: 8/20/64 



Transmit the following In 



Via 



AIRTEL 



(OVpe In plain text or code; 



TO: 



BlilECTOa 



, FBI vlOO-3-l-io/ hLA-us* '^j- ' 



PROM: SACKEW YORK (100-1515^) DEpL*SSlFlCATIUii 



SUBJECT: 



Re New York telephone call of Supervisor ^ 
[to Bureau, 3/i8/64, and teletype of 8/19/64. 



Hncloced herewith are seven copies of a letterhead 
memorandum dated and captioned as above. 



The sources v;ho furnislie^ 
the letterhead memorandum v.'ere; 
that order. ^ 




hU) 



5- Bureau ( 100-3-1 
" (1 - 100-106670) (martin LUTHEl^ KJNG^.JBL.) 
(1 - 100-153790) (BAYARD RUSTIIfT 
2 - Atlanta (IOO-652O-A) (CIRM) (Sncls, 2) (info) (RXl) 

(1 - 100-5536) (I'iARTIN LUTHIiR KING, JR.) 
1 - Newark (Info) (End. l) (Ri^) 

1 - Nev/ York (IOO-I36585) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) (^2) 

1 - Nev/ York (100-46729} (BAYARD RUSTIW) (42) 

1 - Nev/ York (lOO-1515^*S) (42) ^ ^ _ 

jiiKigmd Nfvr KKCoriDiD" 

(12) PnMri"iak! J^\[^ 20? AUG 26 1964 

App roved V 9^ 

Special Acent In 



u 




Sent 



M Per 




0 



V 




NY 100-1515^ 

This letterhead memorandum l^^lassifled "Secret" Lf-y^ 
because it contains Information fromVlHHIiVt This source ^ivry 
has furnished highly sensitive Information with respect to Llhii 
the racial situation in the Nev/ York area and the Communist '^'c-? 
infiltration thereof, and it la felt that this classification 
is necessary In order not to Jeopardize the valuable position 
I of the Informant In furnishing Information of this nature. 
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UNI^riD STA 



EPARTMENT OF . _STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Pleat Refer U 



CON; 



) 



Bureau 100>3-ll6 



New York J Nev; York 
August 20, 1964 



j 




Communist Party, United States 
of America - Negro Question 
Conmunist Influence In Racial Natters 
Internal Security - C 




I 

i 



^ On Au^^ust l3, 1964, a confidtintlal source, who has 

furnished reliable infonaatlon In the past, advised he learned 
that Bayard Rustln arid Lee 'i.^ilte (White House Assistant) 
conferred on that date. Rustln v/as Informed by V.ihlte that 
the President v:as ySgreeable to a meeting after 10:00 AM, on 
August 19, 1964 

It Is noted that the same conf idcsntlal 
source advised on August 13, 1964, that the 
Reverend Martin Luther King, or.. President 
of the Southern Chx'^istlan Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), was desirous of meeting ~" 
v;ith President Jolinson and had requested an 
appointment. 

In continuing their conference, V^hlte informed Rustln 
that the President had broadened the group with which he v;ould 
meet, to include the top leadership In the civil rights movement. 
He said those vjho v/ould definitely attend the meeting in 
addition to King were: James Farmer (National Director of 
the Congress of Radial Equality, CORE), and Roy Wllklns 
(Executive Secretary of the National Association for the i. 
Advancement of Colored People, NAACP), In addition, the following 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
Its contents are not j;o be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Re: Communist Party, United States 

of America - Negro Question 
Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 



would be invited: A. Philip Randolph (President, Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Porters, American Federation of Labor- Congress 
of Industrial Organizations, AFL-CIO), V.'hitney Young (executive 
Secretary of the National Urban League) and John Lewis 
(Chairman of the Student Non- Violent Coordinating Committee « 
SNCC).}i^ 

According to the scarce, i^ustin was told by V.Tilte 
that the meeting would be "off the record", and requested 
that no announcement be made concerning It, \^ 



that he would see to it 
In l/ashlngton, D.C., at 



Rust In told Ignite 
made the plane that arrives 
August 19* l9o4.j/ 

According to the source, Rust J n 
if he (Hustin) v/as Invitee to the meeting 
prompting IThlte to advise in the negative 
In leadership v/ere being asked to attend. 



that King 
9:30 AM, 



inquired of VJhite 
with Kir=g and others. 
He said only those 



Rustin told V/hlte that he had desired to accompemy 
King because he had a 'bit" of influence with the younger 
people, many of whom v;ere preparing a situation in Atlantic 
City (Democratic National Convention), which "we are trying to 
stop". He said v/ere he to attend, it v;ould be most helpful in 
the office he ivas setting up in Atlantic Clty.X/ 

source advised on August I8, 
Rauh (Counsel to the United 
President of the Americans 

Democratic Party) conferred on that date. Rustin told him 
that he had made plans for himself and Martin Luther King 
to meet with the President, but that the President had changed 
the arrangement to Include other civil rights leaders. JQ/ 

>\ 

Rauh said he v;as of the opinion that the President 
v/as going to talce the opportunity to Inform the leaders how 
much he had done for them, and that "they must undermine the 



The same confidential 
196^, that Rustin and Joseph L. 
Auto V/orkers, AFI^CIO, and Vice 
for Democratic Action, and attorney 



Freedom 



Democratic 
Just V7hat all had been 
Freedom Party issue. 



4- V,^ 



t> i'>^'^ r* ^ ^ 



accomplished, then "float" Into the 

t- - . - 



CI' '^HmnfTI 
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Re: Communist Party j United States 
of America - Nesro Question 
Conminlst Influence In Racial I^atters 
Internal Security - C 

I ContlnuinSf Rauh said the only solution v/as to seat 

Iboth delegations (the regular Deraocratlc delegates from 
I'Usslssippi and the delegates from the Freedom Party). If 
. the President reriises, Rauh t-ald, "then he is loolcinK for 
■ trouble"'.^ 

Rauh said he wac of the opinion that President 
Johnson v;ould agree to seat both delegations if King told 
' him there would be an ''explosion if he did not". He said 
j it all depended upon King and how forceful he was. King, 
' aauh saidj "should just grub the ball and flay you've got to 
seat them both, I^r. President"' , 

Ilustin said he \ias of the opinion that It v/as more 

serious than that, "becausa li* they ar^; not, all kinds of 

elements ai"e coming in with CORiS to re.:.?ly raise heck dovm 
there" (Democratic Convention) 

Rauh said James Farmer had already announced that 
COR£*s demonstration would be the largest demonstration of 
the summer.^ - - - - ^ . 

Rucitln said he did not see hov; trouble could be 
avoided at the Convention unless the President decided to 
seat both deleG;ations from fUssissippi. He added that in 
the event the President does refuse, his advice to King v/ould 
be that he leave there on Saturday and not return (apparently 
referring to King's appearance at the Platform Committee of the 
Democratic Party) .j^ 

The sarae confidential source advised on August 18, 
196U, that Rustin vias in conference v;ith Cleveland Robinson 
(Secretary-Treasurer of Local 65, Retail, l/holesale and 
Department Store Union, AFL-CIO; on that date, Rustin told 
Robinson that he had doubts in his mind as to the advisability 
of Martin Luther King attending tho meeting with the President 
scheduled for tomorrow (Auguyt 19, 1964). Rustin said the 
things v;hich raised doubts in his mind were: W 

K 
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Re: Commiuilst Party, United States 
of America - Negro Question 
Corranunl3t Influence In Racial I'latters 
Internal Security - C 

That President Johnson had "men" all over the country 
working to cet all the deleeatlons that are agreed to the 
seating; of the Msslssippl delegation (Freedom Democratic 
Party delegates) to pass nev; resolutions; that he (the 
President) also had a personal interview with Roy Jllklns 
on Sunday (August 16, 1964); and that the President Intended 
to spend only tv;enty minutes with the leaders with whom 
he v;lll mcet.y 

Robinson said ths position "for the time being" 
had to be that Kjng could not meil^e the meeting with the 
group. He said King had requested a personal meeting with 
the President, and he must tell the President that v;hat 
he v;anted to say has to be said alone 

According to the oOJne conflrt /-itlal source, Hustln 
aiic^. Martin Luther King v/ere In contact on AuQust l8, 19^4, 
during Vjhlch time Rustln informed him of his 6ur\Ier conference 
with Joseph Rauh. The contact, the source sr,ldj concerned 
vjhat Rustln had learned from Rauh about the meeting scheduled 
with the Pi-esident on August 19, 1964.Jj^ 

After hearing Rustln' s comments, IC.ng agreed to 
consider further vjhether he should attaiid the meeting, ^Q/^ 

On August 19, 19*54, the same confidential source 
advised that Bayard Rustln and Joseph Rauh were In contact 
on that date. The contact, the source said, concerned 
Martin Luther King's scheduled appearance v;lth the 
President on that date. In that regard, Rustln related 
that Kins v;ould not attend. Instead, Rustln said, "he felt 
that it i;as much stronger for him to put what he felt into 
a long telegram which 1^ gone". The telegram, Rustln 
said, said essentially. 
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Rt: Coonunlst Party« Tlhlted Statai 
of Aoepica - Negro Question 
Coonunlst Xnfluene* In Racial Matters 
Zntemal Security - C 

"That the whole posltlm that he has taken over these 

years is in jeopardy If ther-e can be no victory at this tiise 
on this matter, that the moratorium la all but finished and 
to seat nov; these people follovjing the position i^ch Oovemor 
Johnson (Governor of Mississippi) has taken rather than those 
t^o ATS loyal to the President himself and to the ISemocratio 
Party at this time is slap in the face which Is Just an 
Impossibility for the Negro movement to bear now . 

Rauh, according to the source, SflJ.d the telegram was 
marvelous and confinned that it went out last night. Hs 
also con&ratv^at'^d Hustin on the manner In irtilch he had 
handled It.^ 




luh asked Ruatln about leaking it (tht> telegram), 
proo^tlns Rustin to remark tliat King Wc.r going to Vashlngton 
on August 19, 19^1, and nas prepared to I'Sad ths *:elegram If 
asked about the meeting or what the ^reaidon'^ said.^Jf 

The sane source advised on Atigust 19, 19o^« that 
he had leax*ned that Rustin and King were leaving New York 
, City on that date for Washington, D.C, , wher? Klng^would 
I testify before the Democratic platforji coco&ittee.^l/ 
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Comsnuniftt Party, Uhlted States 
of America - Negro Queatlon 
' CoQuunlst Influence In Raolal Mature 
mtemal Security - C 



i 



I- 



J, 



in "Hie Satui*<lay Evening Po8F"^^8ua Of July 
ll-l8« 1964, pace 76, Bayard Rustln Is the 
subject of a feature article captioned "Ihe 
Lone V.'oir of Civil Rights". In It, Rustln Is 
said to have coaie to New York In 1938» ss an 
orcanlzer for the Young Ccmnunlst League (YCL)« 
and as such, he had the Job of recruiting 
stuiients for the "Party**. Turthenaore, the 
article reports that during *l1s first years 
In New York, Rustln gave most of his 
earnings to the "Party". He reportedly 
left the "Party" In 194l« the article states. 

nie YCL has been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 104^. 



, ^ , 



to*??- 



column 2, reported that Bayard Austin, 
Executive Secretary, Viar Reslsters league, was 
an observer at the l6th Hatlonal Convention of 
the Cosniunlst Party, United States of Aoierica 
(CPUSA), held in Nsvi York Clty« on February 
9-12, 1957. 

The "Sally Uorker" uas an east coast 

publication on January 13, 1958. 



) 




• /^/^wimi Tr^ 4 c Dnv»4-vF TT*^-f4»^irl C4>«^Aa 

of America - Negro Question 
Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 



Another confidential source, v;ho has 
furnished reliable Information In the past, 
advised on February 19 and 20, 19^4, that 

those dates, and sought his advice as to hov; 
he could escape from a speaking engagement to 
v/hich he was committed. On the latter contact 
Davis told Rustln that he v;a3 v/orklng on his 
request and had contacted friends who had 
contacts v/lth the group to whom Austin was to 
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bi>R;:aiu) s. LoE v. cla<;i:::c;-: ii. kelu-v, i:t aj... 
(u.s.D.c, D.c.) CIVIL actio:? ivu:ii^.i:;; ^G-iioS 

souTiiivr' c''i;isvL.'.:^ j.::adj::;si:ii' cc::ri:r..;';:cF: (sci.c 
V. cLAiiivrc;: :i. ;;i;jjj:Y, at. (u.s.iac, d.c.) 
CIVIL actio:: i:ua":.;::< is-ivcg' 



Unrecord-od s'orial drl.od ^hc/^Y piillr-d frovi LVili; file 
under con.:'r. oi'dor o.l U.S. Dlsl:r.!Ct J\;.i'-c John I.ovis 
Smith, Jr., and, scut to ilationiil Archives.. 



TO I 
VRON t 



AIR lUZL • ltIQZST£R£D 



KXlt£CTOR, raZ (100*3*115) 
SAC, tOS JNQSIitS (100-243^5) 



CIRN 



6) 



R/RTItl LUTIUR KINO. JR. 
SN - C 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^2:£:^BY^^^ 

Article app«4ire4 S/r/^# In "The Fr«B»,* niverBld«« 
Cftllf^mla dBlly ncwepaper uliicb refUets t^nrift LUTHER KIKO 
had b<tftn extended Inyltstion to apenk In Rlveraldt, CallfornlR. 
The ertlcle reflect! k1HQ*m appearance wes tentative Ijr act for 
Septeaber» but no date bad been aet until UKO*a acceptance 
and other arraneeaienta wart worked out. 

The Invitation ima extended hj the Riverside chapter 

of the Wf^Cf, and Indicated KINO would apeRk on civil rignti. 
O'Y CAROLIKF prcaldent of the Rlvereide K/ACP, «96 quot«d aa 
aa/lns* 'it* (KUNQ) will not be here to protest anythins.* 




a 
i 

>* 

Q. ., 
O 
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o 



C6 - Burecu (100-3-11^) ( 100-.10:>670) 
1 - /»tlfntft (100-5530) (Info.) 



2 • Lofl «ni;:elea (100-2^3^3) 

(1 - 100-57229) 
HLPilL><S 

(9) 



V2 Mia 25 1964 



5 6AUG 281964 



U 100-241^15 



Wo letterhead aeaoraiidua Is being subisltted ft this 
tlM lA View or tba InCeSinitt nature of the InvltAtioa. 

Copy of tho alrtel 1» bolnc fumlshod to Atlanta for 
Inforoatloa, 




August 19, 19(4 



■xr 
m 



rn 

CD g 



.v^ ^mm^mr all information contained 

^ighSndTanBnu^ , ^ .^x HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



enclosure. 



I have received your letter ol August 14th, with 



o 

X 







Telaoo 

Bvlmont 




Uoht 


Ca»p»r 

Cailahgn 




Conrad 

DcLoach 

Evori» 

Gale ^ 




Sullivan . 

Ta».I 

Trotter 





Pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice, 
Information contained In the files of the FBI is confidential and la 
available for official use only* For this reason, I am sure you will 
understand why It is not possible for me to comment in the manner 
you requested. 

I am enclosing literature I trust will be of interest 
to you. You may also wish to refer to my books, "Masters of 
Deceit" and "A Study of Communism." The former was written 
with Uie hope that it would help A.nericans gain an insight into the 
true nature of the communist conspiracy in this country. The latter 
contains an analysis of international communist practices and con- 
trasts totalitarian methods wltli life In a free country. These books 
may be available at your local library. 



W. AILED 4 

AUG .i: iy64 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours. 



Enclosures (5) 



RR:kcr 



T«l*. HcNom ^ ^ r\ M 

Go^y i O Li majiI WoOm L,i:* 




■ £r J f 




See Enclosures and Note on Next Page 
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Enclosures (5) - V' 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Communism and The Knowledge To Combat It! 

Do You Really Understand Communism? 

Shall u Be Law or Tyranny? 

The Communist Party Line 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 



r. Er. c r ;:oover 
Ji:!i-1:ice De.:t. 
'.-'r.sliir. ::ton D, G. 



AIL INFORMATION COHTAINED y 
HEREIN IS UNCLAS^^^^^^^^^^ 

ELicloseu is n. sl:ccl:i:i;r ::ict'cre i/l.icl: I cr.:.:e ccrosc. 



I vroulc c._..::reci::te it if you vouli clecrify tl-.is . icture 
for ;:e, 

1-Is tl.is .-.icture correct in all csvects? 

(D 

f 



2-iE '[rrtin Li^t/.er Kir." r. C 



re G.. c. ::c..-^oi. ir. c:;..c\:e-:ce 

r.ilo:;ci to ocr'-te? 



V7. 



^h-Does L'rrtin Lutl.er Kin.; bclo-n;: to 60 Cc:.r:ur;ist 
froiit orjr.r.isctions — i.ore t!.".s.ri ..an;-' C,: ' . x uni3t in-— - 
. .. the United Stctcs? ' 

5-Vc,s L'artin Luf.^er Kin^ -.roi/.oted and e:icour:,*ecI by 
the KeainedvsJ 

isn't the .-uolic notified of such schools r.nd 
I-rno^m Coi.'j.uznicts? 

l-iL'sj ere tliCEe linovm Cov.j.-.iir.ist alloi/od to v:r.ll: 
our streets beside free ::en? 

I r: . c ver'/ diGtvrbed A: ■.Gi'icr.n rt cjc'-: events. I \.'c-. lc' 

r^.;.recir,te an r.r.sv;er to /lLL :;y qi;cGtions in detcil cs scon 

rs it is convonient. 
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The obcve psctu e was made by on employee of rhe Store of Georgia, at the Highiander 
Folk School in Montcagle, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. The photo- 
gropher was senf to the Highlonder Fotk School by the Georgia Commission on Education. 
The Highlander Folk School was obolished by on act of the Legislature of the State of Ten* 
nessee at a \oter date because it was chorged with being a subversive orgonization. 

Those numbered in the picture are: 

1. Mortin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl 
Prussion, a counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two years, charges that Martin Luther King 
belongs to sixty Communist-front organizotions — more than ony Communist in the 
United States. He is promoted and encouraged by the Kennedys. 

2. Abncr W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Porty. 

3. Aubrey Wi'i'iems, rrcsidcnr of the Southern Conference Education Fund, lnc.# The Trans- 
mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 

4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlander Folk School for Communist Training, Montcogle, 
Tennessee. 

These "Four Horsemen" of rociol agitation hove brought tension, disturbance, strife 
ond violence in their odvoncemcnt of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalism." 

iOiN THE AUGUSTA COURIER IN THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 
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ReATtcl 8/14/64 1 r» travel plans of MAItTIH 
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..iecked into 

i» D. C.« late aftcrucxjn ILls ttX%, k7( 
advlBcd KiriG Indicated b« nay not stay ovcr->nifi;ht | 
tt but «ay check out during the evening. _j 

WFO maintaining liaison at Shocchfua Rotel and 
vill advise Bureau and interested offices of any inforu^tion 
re KIt<G'8 plans obtained. 

IMroao 
2 - Atljxnta 

2 - VFO , y 

JO ' ^ / 0 C / y 0 — 

ClXi/chf ^ . I 

(8) 

NOT rk'"ordp:d 
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Communist Party, United States of America 

Negro Question 

Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Ihtemal Securlty-C 

On August 14, 1964, a confidential source, who las 
fumlBhed reliable Information In the past, advised that 
Bayard Rustin was in contact with an unknown male on that date, 
Rustin told him that he had Just gotten Reverend Martin Luther 
King, Jr., off to Europe, where he will remain through Tuesday 
(August 18, 1964), 

The same confidential source advised on August l6, 
1964, that Bayard Rustin was In contact on that date with 
Paul Jacobs , who the source said, was from California, Rustin 
Info'iTTied Jacobs that he and Reverend Martin Luther King, Jri, 
are going to Washington, D.C, on Wednesday (August 19, 19 54) 
to try to convince the President to seat both delegationr 
(apparently referring to the regular Mississippi Democr •. c 
delegates to the Democratic National Convention and the legates 
from the Freedom Democratic Party), Rustin said the Pr . dent 
had already announced that he must seat the regular del.x -tes. /V^ 

Jacobs told Rustin that the California Convention 
(Democratic Convention) had passed a resolution recommend!] 
that the white delegation not be seated at the Convention 

Rustin said the best thing Brown (Governor Brown of 
CaliforniaV could do was to recommend that both delegations 
be seated. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, It is the property 
of the Federal; Bureau of Investigation and is loaned to yo\JC 
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It Is noted In "The New York Times", August 
17, 196^1, page 17, column 1, that the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party got backing from the 
California Democratic State Central Committee on 
August l6j 196k, in its fight to unseat the 
regular Mississippi delegation to the Democratic 
National Convention, 

In "The Saturday Evening Post", issue of July 
11-18, page 76, Bayard Rustln is the 

subject of a feature article captioned "The 
Lone Wolf of Civil Rights". In it^ Rustln is 
said to have come to New York in 1938 as an 
organizer for the Young Comniunlst League (YCL), 
and as suchj he had the Job of recruiting 
students for the "Party", Furthermore, the 
article reports that during his first years 
in New York, Rustln gave most of his 
earnings to tiie "Party". He reportedly 
left the "Party" in 19^1, the article states. 

The YCL has been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 

The "Daily Worker", February 11, 1957* page 1, 
column 2, reported that Bayard Rustln, 
Executive Secretary, War Reslsters League, was 
an observer at the l6th National Convention of 
the Communist Party, United States of America 
(CP, USA) held in New York City on February 
9-12, 1957. 



The "Daily Worker" was an east coast 
Communist publication until it ceased 
publication on January 13# 1958, 
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Another confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable Information In the past, 
advised on February 19 and 20, 1964, that 
Bayard Rustln contacted Benjamin J. Davis on 
those dates, and sought his advice as to how 
he could escape from a speaking engagement to 
which he was committed. On the latter contact 
Davis told Rustln that he was working on his 
request and had contacted friends who had 
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of the Inforciant In furnishing Information of this nature. 
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communist Party, United States of America 

Negro Question 

communist Influence in Racial Matters 
Internal Seciority - C 



>r1 vt S 



A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on August 13, 1964, that 
he learned that Bayard Rustin and the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., were in conference on that date. According 
to the source. King told Rustin that he had talked with ; 
Lee White (Special Assistant to president Johnson) last 
night and was informed by hira that the Bresident waa 
tied-up today and tomorrow (August 13-14, 1964), and wondered 
if he could confer with him (Kin^) on the phone. King said' 
after thinking about it, he believed "this" was importan 
enough that he talk to President Johnson face to face an 
not over the phone' 



Ik to 



It is noted that on August 7, 1964, the same confid 
source advised that Bayard Rustin and King conferred On 
date, and King was advised to send a telegram to Preside 
Johnson requesting a meeting with hira for this week.. The ^ 
purpose of the meeting, the telegram stated, was to consid 
the moratorium on demonstrations and the possibility Of 
further conflict in urban centers.^ 
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This document contcflns neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and la loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
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In continuing their conference. King said he had 
the impression that he (president Johnson) was not only- 
trying to avoid the issue, but also avoid meeting him 
face to face for fear that it would get back to the 
south that he (the president) was dealing with him. 



King, the source s?.id, thought he (the President) 
was trying to avoid meeting him in Washington, where 
the press would let the nation know he was meeting with 
him. He said this was the rrason he (the president) first 
proposed they meet in New York. This, King said, made 
him a little sensitive. ^ 

Rustin told King that his position was correct for two 
reasons: because he would not d3?lve any sitisf action over 
the telephone; anfl secondly, bsc-.v-se "thoG,3 youiig psople 
must know you are putting up a f J &ht for them" . 

King apprised Rustin that he v/as told by Lee White 
that possibly the president would 30.2 joe p.auh (counsel to 
the United Auto Workers, American Psd'iration of Labor - 
Congress of Industrial Organizations) on Monday or Tuesday 
(August 16-17, 1964). V 

icing said the first suggestion was that "some man who 
advises the president on this thing" would come to New York 
and talk to him but said he rejected that. He said he 
advised that the matter was of such importance that he 
deslro<l to discuss it with the President in person, not on 
the telephone. He said as an after-thought that he should 
have inaJ.cated to White that he felt the matter was being 
taken too lightly, and he thought the president was not 
only trying to avoid the issue, but also avoid seeing him, 
"I really think". King said, "that is what it is, I don't 
think the president is so busy that he could not see me 
on one of the most pressing issues he has to face." King 
said he was of the o)^nlon that "this political thing has 
these fellov/s afraid" and he was afraid for the South to s< 
him sitting down with him and talking to him at this time. 
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In reply to King's observations, Rustln was of the 
opinion that *'we" must wage a fight, adding that Joseph 
Rauh cannot "put It over, he has trlod again". V 



King Instructed Rustln to contact Lee White and let 
hlra know his (King's) feelings; let the President know 
that he feels this Is "down right avolciing him and the 
issues," Furthermore, King was of the opinion that the 
matter was so important the President should deal with 
it himself rather than through some assistant. King 
said that President Johnson should know that he does not 
like it, adding that if "i;e" do not wage a fight "they" 
will Just run over us in the next tv/o months. "Lyndon 
Johnson", King said, "nseds the Ne?ro vote. He feels 
that »o bawo no way to go but we can certainly stay home,' 



The same confidential source advised on August 13> 
1964, that Bayard Rustln and Lee White, Special Assistant 
to President Johnson, were in conference on that date. Accord 
Ing to the source Rustln told White that the Reverend Martin 
Luther King, jr., had talked with Rustln and other Negro 
leaders in New York city and that there was a sense of 
distress because King was asked to see the President 
not only on his own behalf but on behalf of a number of 
others. Rustln continued that King had very definitely 
gotten the impression that the preslclent did not want to 
see him in Washington. White stated the President was 
v;Jlllng to see King v.,c?terday, August 12, I96U. Rustln 
comi'iented that he hii pointed this out to King, but that 
King had the irrpress '.:.r» that the President didn't want to 
see him in Washington for some reason, at this time. W 
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Rub tin continued that he wanted to report this to 
White Just to keep channels open,)/. 




White stated that if there is any feeling of that sort 
he would much rather hear It. 9 



Rustin asked White to talk to King again. Rustin 
continued that almost all of the men who were Involved 
in this moratorium signing (against demonstrations) feel 
that they are in a very peculiar position and that someone 
should talk with the Px-esldent. Rustin added that Mr. 
Joseph Rauh was one of the persons who had urged King to 
see the President, Rustin went on to say that the 
leadership does not choose to pass on to the President 
their point of view through Mr. Rauh. Rustin again stated 
that it would be a good thing If White again talked to 



'^hite commented that this was especially true if that is 
the feeling In King's mind that the President is trying to 
avoid him. \^ 



Rustin stated that to put it correctly. King had the 
impression somehow from the conversation^ that the President 
didn't want to see King in Washington at this time, Rustin 
continued that that was the way that King had told it to him. 
Rustin stated that King had asked him to relay this to White, 
"to do what you will about it," Rustin went on to say that 
he thinks It's frightfully important because "we" have a 
very peculiar problem at this end, at this time. Rustin 
continued that "we'll" be much more capable of trying to 
realize a sensible conclusion of this matter. If King 
Is able to say that he has spoken with the president. Rustin 
added "that's, the simple problem and I want to be very fair 
with you, I'm not so sure we're going to be able to handle 
it anyway, "fc/ 




King 
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White stated that "I appreciate the explosive 
potential that's in the situation and that of course, 
nobody with any feeling for it, would make any kind 
of flat assurances or predictions." White continued 
th£t he was sorry, especially since he was the one 
that King talked to, that King has that impression, 

Rustln stated that he didrt't know If King holds 

that impression merely from the conversations with 
White, but that he, Rust In, thinks that some of this 
Is also exprc-F^sed in conversations "we've" been having 
here. Rustin again asked If White could call King. V 



White stated "fine" and that as long as that 
doubt is in aiiyone's mind. It's mv-.h better to discuss 
It and have it out, ratlier than to pennit it to smoulder 
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The "New York Herald Tribune", 
issue of August l4, 1963, page 7, column 1 
contains an article captioned "Thurmond 
Assails A Leader of March". The article 
stated that, in answer to charges by 
Senator Strom Thunr»ond, Bayard Rustin 
admitted Joininc the Young Communist 
League (YCL) in 1936. Rustin also 
reportedly stated that he broke 
completely with the YCL in June 19^1. 

The YCL has been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

Tiie "Daily V/orker". issue of 
February 25, 1957, pai^e 1, column 1, 
contained an article v/hich stated that 
• Bayard Rustin, Executive Secretary, V/ar 
Reslsters League, v/as one of eight 
non- Communist observers at the Communist 
Party National Convention in 1957. 

The "Daily Worker" was an 
East Coast Communist nev;gpaper which 
' suspended publication on January 13, 
1958. 
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Transmit the following In 



FBI 

Date : 8/13/64 



(cype in plalh zexv. or code) 




Vi a AIR TEL ^ 

?EEONTDr ncTlKSlOM 

FCIM. II, 1-.V .^ 

DECLASSIFICAT ION . . .^T.'. iSz^A 
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-151548) SEonET nAT"'^:^) ATiA*''?^ 



TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-116) DATE 01^ Rt.itW FOR 



SUBJECT: CP, USA 

KEGRO QUESTION 
/i-'? COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 

' IS - C 



Enclosed are 6 copies of a LHM dated and 
captioned as above, two copies are furnished for 
Atlanta. , . i ^ \ 

was the source who furnished the 

Informatro! 





s7 



- Bureau (Ends, 6)(RM) /O 

(1 - 100-106670HilAErill_LUTH£±1ciNG^™JEUi, 

- Atlanta (100-55o6) (martin LUTHER king, J^,)(Sncls. 2)(RM) 
(l-100-6520-A)(CP, USA, NEGRO QUESTION) 

- New York (IOO-I36585) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.)(42) 

- New York (100-73250) (CLARENC3 JONES) (42) 

- New York (100-46729) (BAYARD RUSTIN)('i2) ,/ / 

- New York ( 100-1 11 130) (STANLEY LEVISON) (^12) I /^'£- jAV 

- New York £.(\9'0 ^ ^RrORDED 

^- . ^r . .. d. r ^ - .... .,1.. ■ . — — — " '-* 

Approved: ^ . . . > Sent_^<?f-^^9rj_^^,^,.^ 

special Agent In charee asd Fit:i.s> offices V 

,0^^^ /y^ AD'/rstD By POUTING '■ 






) 




NY 100-151548 




Thl3 letterhead memorandum is classl^^^^BH|^^ 
"SECRET" because It contains Information f roi^||||||^BHIHV 

This source has furnished highly sensitive Information 
with respect to the racial sltuat?.on In the New york 
area and the Communist Infiltration thereof « and It la 
felt that this classification Is necessaiy In order not 
to Jeopardize the valua'ole position of the Informant 
In furnlshins Information of this nature. 



^^^^^ r 




In Ki7»/v, I'U-aie Rfjcr to 

Bureau 
100-3-116 



STATES nr.PARTMKNT OF JUSTICE 
FEDEliAL Bi;HEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 

August 13, 1964 



SE 



communist Party, United States of America 

Negro Question 

Communist Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 



I 



On August 12, 196'4, a confidential source, 

Viho has furnished reliable inforrnation in the past, 
advised that clarence Jones and Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr., conferred on that date. King 
vjanted to know v;hat "people" think about the 
moratorium on demonstrations. Jones said some of 
them feel that the decision to have a moratorium vjas a 
good one, but feel the decision vjas reached improperly. 
Furthermore, Jones said they" think the leaders are 
aligned too closely with the Johnson Administration, 
and feel "they'' are being sold out to the "white 
power structure 



CLASSIFIED «ND~i:>y?.# \ » i 

EXTENDED BY 0(6VAV#^ 

i'.f^'^oti FOf: tXTfi,vs!Cfj ■ 

fClM, II, l-LV: V 

CATfc- OF RLVitW POH ^ '.'^ i'.j" 
D E C 1. A S S ! f I C A T 1 0 \' 9". ! 




m a utomati c 



on 



This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
"31 and Is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your acency. 
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Corimunlst Party, United States of America 
Negro Question 

CoiTinunist Influence in Racial r4atters 
internal Jiecurity - C 



Jones said his opinion vjas that it vjas 
unusual for "policy to be implemented for a tactical 
advanta<^e"' , but questioned whether the wording was 
proper. 

It is noted the "The New York 
Times'', Ally 30, 196^, page 1, column 1, 
reported that majo^* civil rl£,hts leaders 
cotDrred in MevJ York City on July 29, 
19-3'^i and agr-eed to recomiTiend to their 
meiiibers to observe a "broad curtailment 
if not total mo-?atoi-ium ' on all mass 
demonstrations until after the 
November 3., 19°^* Presidential elections, 

f-^ccorclns to the source. King said with regard 

because chan^^e occurs in the North through' political 
poi.er and nothins else. To this Jones agreed, 
statins that the dan£i;ers are "left sectarianism", 

and said 'as I mentioned to our friend* there are 

some "black Mogroes vjho are actin^ii as if they are 
paid agents to disrupt the movement, ' 

Jones told Kins that he had heard that the 
Progressive Labor novement (PLM) In New Yor'k was 
trying to get Negroes to v^t3 for coldv^ater for 
President, Ke said "we" have to be careful of people 
v.ho ur-^e extreme action. Ke said in this regard 
that he felt that the Con^jress of Racial Equality 
(core) --as full of these people who urge extreme 
action, 

A characterization of the 
PLM is attached. 
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Cormanlst Party, Unltod States of Amej^lca 
Fegro Question 

Commonist influence In Racial Matters 
intei'-nal Security - C 



In continulnc their confer-ence Jones said 
he had been told by Bayard Has tin that Norraan 
(Norman Hill, Program Director of CORE) plans to 
resign from that organization because it did not 
support the morasiorium. 

According '^o the source, Jones .-.nJ King 
concluded tli'jir co^i/erei ce after King of his 

plans to sp^ak in ii.r.sterdam. Hcllc.nd. lis said he 
ivlll leave ■r.l.e United States on Pi'iday r.'^ht at 
7:^5 p.ni. (AuGust ii^i, 19^^) and will rett;.r;i on 
V/ednesday ^Aucust DS', 1964). 

Clarcnca JoniJ is the 
General Counsel for the Gandhi 
Society for Koman 'MOjhts, 15 iif.f.-l; 
40th Street, IJevj vork City. 




The L":L Ji^s been desj.p.nated 
pt;rsticirt tu L'x-v^c.tlve Ordurr lO'fS'C. 
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Communist Party, United States of America 
Nssro Question 

Coinraunlst Influence In Racial Matters 
Internal Security - c 
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It ic rxted that in the past, 
it has been deter^r.^r.ed that V;hen King 
and Jones refer to our friend" and 

oar .T.an', they are referring to 
Stanley Levlson. 



The "Nevj York Herald Tribune 
issue of UiiUSt 1^, 19^3, pas© 7, column ij 
cor/calns an article captioned "Thurmond 
A~-^alls A Leader of March", The article 
st::ited that. In ansvjer to charges by 
Senator Strom Thurmond, Bayard Rustln 
admitted ^^olnlns the Young . Communist 
League (YCL) In 1936. Rustln also 
reportedly stated that he broke completely 
v.- 1th the . YCL In June, 19^1. 

The YCL has been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

The "Daily Worker" Issue of February 25, 
1957^ page 1, column 1, contained an 
article vjhlch stated that Bayard Rustln, 
E>:ecatlve Secretary, War Resistors League 
vjas one of eight non-Co~inunlst observers 
at the CP National Convention in ?957. 

The "Daily V/orker" v;as an ease; coast 
Corrjr.unlst nevjspaper v.hich suspended 
publication on January 13, 195S* 




PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY, 
PROGRESSIVE LABOR MOVEMENT, 
"PROGRESSrVE LABOR" 



A source advised on July 2, that PrOi^verslve 

Labor groups held a conference In New York City on July 1, 
1962, v;here MILTON ROSEN acted as chairman. Pie read a 
statement at this conference settins forth their ?.rifco:i'*'ion 
to form a nev; Karxist-Leninist party in the Unitec'! Sta-'ts. 
ROSEN stated that a more formal organization was uec-j:f:,Zc.r'/ ^ 
one v.'hich v;ould provide a frame-work for all who u'aatod to 
Join In a united effort to build an American vanguard. Th^ 
forces of this nev? organization are to consolidate all 
existing forces around Progressive Labor and organize 
additional forces; expand and impr-cve political activities; 
v:in additional forces to an outlook of Mar.:lGir;-Leninl3ii) and 
increase the open advocacy of socialism; develop a sif^nificant 
Marxist-Leninist program for the nev/ party; and organiz-e a 
collective organization of leader.-'a and r,eii:b'.-;rs , 



"The V/orker," an East Coast Corrrr.unlst 
nev;spaper, issue of Jaiiuary 7, 
Pa£t; Ter.j Column Three, repoi.-'tod the 
expulsl;.. of MILTON ROSxlN, former I^bor 
Secrete ^ of the New York State Corrjunlst 
Party i.'rotn the Corrimunist Party, United 
Statco of America, 

A second and third source advised in February, 10^3 » 
that this nevT .arxist-Lenlnist party had not yet been orcani-jed 
on a forrual btsls, but that Progressive Labor groups had oeon 
formed in several localities in line with the proposals o. 
MILTON ROSEN. The sources advisee? as of Febi-uary, 19^3, 
that the leaders of this group '.;ere referring to It as 
the Progressive Labor Movement. 

A fourth source advlS',C' on :-larch 15, 195^ , that 
the progressive Labor Movement fuliovjs, supports, and Is 
politically orientated tov/ard X...3 CoiTji.ranisfc Party line of 
Red China rather than that of the Soviet Union. 

A fifth source advised on March 28^ 1954. that at 
a .-.'■ogres Dive Labor Movement meeting held in Neiv York City 
c ;hat date. It v:as announced that the Progressive Labor 
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PROGRESSIVE LABOR Pi^RTY, 
PROGRESS IVS LABOR MOVliMENT, 
"PROGRESSIVE IJ^BOR" 



Viovement i^ould try to hold a national convention In d.'ivi 
York City in Septeitiber, 1954-, to organize t'.ie Pvon e''^ e 
Lator Movement on a more formal basis into a ir3;-ires3j.'i; 
Labor Party. 

The fifth source also advised that the P) D;^ ■*er cive 
Labor Movement publishes a monthly magazine called, 
"progressive Labor" and also a quarterly theoietlcsl 
publication called the "Kgirxist- Leninist Quarterly''," 
The source also advised that stax-ting June 1, lObk, the 
Progressive Labor Movement v;ould rtai^i; publitihlns a 
weekly newspaper in New "liork Ci-y. 

The March, 19^^^^ issue of ". p-^rgr 9 jsivs Labor" 
sets forth that it is published mor.tr.lv by 'i;.'-e Pro«Tssslve 
Labor Company, General Post Office Bo:-: 8o£> lirooklyn 1, 
New York. 






(U.s.D.c, D.c.) CIVIL actio;! ku::;-,);.; 7&-iin5 ' 
CIVIL Acao;' iiv.izi::^ 7&-iii;^' '^•c.) 

unoor co,:,:i: order of U.S. DL^/fct Jo:l^;o Jol^n L;:-is 
biniLn, Jr. , frnd. senL to Ib.tional Archives.. 
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Rli: EEKNA^.D S. LEll V. CL.M'.r: XCK :i. Ki-LLKV, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL actio:; liOiirJ-.l 76-lIS5 

soi)T!ir^:;r: cniasTiA?] LEADri.;s:irp cckfi::";e::ce (scjx) 
V. ci.A:i;::-:ci- !:.;it.;:y, k: al (u.s.d.c, d.c.) 

CIVIL actio:.' l':U:3Ex'. 76-1 1S6 



Serial Vj?? pn.llof] from tlii s file xmr^or coiirt order of 
U.S. District Juu^G John Lcv.'is Sr;ij.t]i, Jr., and sent to 
i^^ational Archives, 



> : CONFIKNTIAL 



Transmit the folloijlns ln_ 
Via AIRTEL 



FBI 

Date: 8/12/6A 
(Type In plain text or codej 




TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-116) 

PROM: SAC^ KEl-/ YORK (100-1515^0) 
SUBJECT: CIRM 



rPrlor l ty or M e'gK bd of fjallins) ^ 'W rS( ' 

^ 



Enclosed are 6 copies of a captioned 
and dated as above, 

Thescurc^who furnished the inf orms-tlon In-.^ 



(^-Bureau (Ends. 6) (Rj-:) 

^ (1 - 100-106670 )'r'IArt7IH LUTHER K1W3, JR.) . 
2 - Atlanta (100-55o6; (MARTIN LUTIIfiR KINO, JR. ) (Ends .8) (Rl^ 
(1 - 100-6520~A)<Ct>, USA NEGRO QUESTION) 
- New York {100-13^585} (MRTIN LUTHER KiNG, jn.)i^2) 




- New York (lOO-ll;82G9) (HARPT/ WACOTEL) 



1- New York 
(12) ^ ^,,CVO*^ 



Approved ' f iri t ■i^r^ 



V:. 




^ Sent 



HY 100-1515^8 




SAS 




vjere the Special Agents mentioned in the LHM as navlng 
seen KINO ajnd associates leaving 575 lladison Avenue, 
NYC. 

The agents did not observe BAYARD RUSTIN at 
any time during their surveillance at 575 Madison 
Avenue, NYC. 

in an effort to cover every possibility that 
STANLEY LEVISON end CLARENCE JONES might possibly 
meet KINO at WACtn'EL's office or at LEVISON 's office. 
Special Ageiits of the NYO conducted physical surveillance 
of T.F.VTF^ON' s Office. Information was received fi-ora 
■■^■Hkon 8/10/64 indicating that STANLEY LEVISON 
^l^crWf^ra oCNi^S to his office at 3:00 p.m. on 8/ll/64. 
This surveillance failed to reveal that any of the 
Butjects in which the Bureau is interested shoised up L (2) 
at LEVXSON's or that he left his office.^ *^ 

Th3: letterhead memorandum has been 
"Secret" because it contains information from 
This source has fui-nlahed highly sensitive inl 
about the racial situation in the New York area and 
the Communist infiltration, thereof, and it is felt 
that this classification is necessary in order not 
to Jeopardize the position of this valuable Informant. 



COHFJFl'lAL 




/it Reply, PItase Refer to 

Bureau 
100-3-116 
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UNli'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF jUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 

August 12, 1964 
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Communist Party, United States of America 

Negro Question 

Coniinunlst Influence in Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 

A confidential source, who has furnished ^ 
reliable Information in the past, advised on August 11, \r 
1964, that he learned that Bayard Rustln was to meet * t^; 
with Martin Luther King, Jr. (President of the Southem'X 
Christian Leadership Conference) on that date at the >^ 
office of attorney Harry V/achtel, 573 Madison Avenue, V^^S 
New York City. r^*^ 



on August 11, 196^, at 6:25 p.m.. Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
observed Martin Luther King, Jr., Bernard Lee (aide 
to King), and Cleveland Robinson (Secretary - Treasurer _ _ 
of District 65, Retail, wholesale, and Department l^%^=iotA 
Store Union, American Federation of Labor - Congress SI^?"«uj3 



30 

R U. J. 14. 



of Industrial Organizations, APL-CIO), departing the 
building at 575 Madison Avenue, New York City, wherein 
Is located the office of Harry Wachtel. 



— ta,0 Q. 



Gf o w p Jl 
da v i inartt^tng an 4> 



Hils document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the 
FBI, and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Ccnnmunlst Party, United States of America 

Negro Ouestlon 

Conununlst influence In Racial Matters 
internal security - c 



The "Daily v.'orker", issue of 
February 23, 1957* page 1, column 1, 
c^.<:jvaine<3 an article which stated that 
B'^Vard Rustln, Executive Secretary, War 
Rir.;;-;.3ters League, was ore of eight non- 
CcrrutjnilEt o?,s9rvers at the conununlst 
Pf-.rty ?i2.i-lo:ial convention in 1957. 

The 'Dally l/orlcer" was an 
east coast Communist nav>spaper vjhich 
suspended publication on January 13« 1953. 

Harry H. V'achtel is the Executive 
Vice president for the Gandhi Society for 
Human Rights, 15 East ^iOth Street, MP.nf 
York City, He resides at 29 Split Rock 
Drive, Kings Point, Long Island, New York. 




A characterization of the National 
Lawyers Guild la attached 



siijonjijT 
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e^nuniat Partv, united States of America 
Negro Question 

ConinanlBt Influence In Racial Matters 
ZntemaT.ltecurlty - C 



ii APPENDIX POM 



The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 



Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D.C.^ contains the followinG 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild: 



"National Lawyers Guild 

"1, Cited as a Communist front, 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report I3II on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 
March 29, 19^4, p. 149.) 

"2. Cited as a CoTumunist front which 'is 
the foremost le^al bulwark of the 
Communist Party, its front organizations, 
and controlled unions' and v;hlch 'since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of tha Comnunist 
Party and individual rfienibe-''3 thereof. 
Including known espionage agents.' 
(Comilttee on Un-American Activities, 
House Report 3123 on the National 
Lav.^ers Guild, S^^pt ember 21, 1950, 
orlslnally related September 17, 1950.) 

"3. 'To defend the cases of Communist 

lav;breakers J fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Con/invnl^it Party itself. 
Amon,'5 these organizations are tne * * * 
National Lavrj^ero Guild. iMlien the 
Coniniuriist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.' 
(internal Security Subccrrmlttee of the 
Senate Jucliciary Conirnittee, Handbook 
for Anerlcans, S. Doo. 117, April 23, 




NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 



1956, p. 9X.) 



II 





(u.s.D.c, D.c.) CIVIL actio;; Ku:;i^r,;i- 76-].io5 

souTi:;.:r' c-'wrsii::' ].::adj;:;s':i)' co::i-i^r:;:::cH: (sci.c 
V. cL/.;;::::c;: li. kjj.l'^v, kt ai, (u.s.d.c, i3.c.) 
CIVIL Acno;: i:uA:i:j:^ 76-iii;&" 

UnrGCordod r/arial c'rled S'////<le y pullr-d froM Lij:!i; file 
iD'io'or covirl: order ol U.S. Dlj;i:r.!Ct Ji^la: John Levis 
S'.nith, J]."., and. oenL Co i'.'aUioiia]. ArcljiveG, . 
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FBI niAf 
Date: 8/7/64' 




Transmit the following In 
Via A I R T E L 



REGISTERED MAIL 



TOi 



Director, FBI (IOO-3-II6) (IOO-IO667O) 



■ ■•■ * *N AT'"'' r~.'"i 



FROM: SAC, Philadelphia (100-47106) (100-46230) (P) 



SUBJECT: CIRM 



MARTIN LDTHER KINO, JR. 
SH - C 



DATE OF }:LViS*J___fr_?_-'-.l'V 



I I 



Re Atlanta letter to Bureau, 7/24/64, 

r:^ Enclo&ed for the Bureau are ten copies of HIM suitable 

^^for dissemination, entitled "JUDGE RAYMOND PACE ALEXANDER MAKES 

$1,000 CONTRIBUTION TO SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE." 
_^ Three copies each are designated for Atlanta and New York* 

i2 Also enclosed are five, three, and three copies to 

Bureau, Atlanta, and New York, respectively, of an article entitled 
<■ ■■ "King Seeks New Vote Issue To Beat Goldwater, " from the Final 
. City Edition of the Philadelphia "Inquirer," 8/6/64, Page 5. 

In addition, one copy each of a letter from Philadelphia 
to the Civil Service Commission, Philadelphia, Pa,, dated 9/18/63, 
concerning RAYMOND PACE ALEXANDER is enclosed for the Bureau, 
Atlanta, and New York for possible future reference, 

5r Bureau (ENCI5. I6) (RM) / ^"^^ ' ^^^i^<^-.. 

(3 - 100-3-116) ' 

. (l> 100-106670) 174 AUG 26 lyw 

(1 - 100-43879'+ -SCLC) 
3 - Atlanta (eNCI^. 7) (RM) (info) 

(1 - IOO-6520-A) (1 - 100-5586) (1 - IOO-5718-SCLO) 
3 - New York(ENCr£, 7] (RM) (info) 

(1 - 100-151548) (1 - lOp^KINQ) (1 - 100-149194-SC\£) 
3 - Philadelphia 



1 - 100-47106) (1 - 100-46230) 
(1 - J.OO-29528 -RAYMOND PACE ALEXANDER) 




PH 100-47106 
PH 100-46230 



) 



V 



■^ 1 inL. 




The liM Is classified "CONFIDENTIAL" since Information 
furnished by confidential Informants therein could reasonably 
result In their Identification and compromise their future 
effectiveness. 
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UNITi J STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Fhiladelphla, Pennflylvanla pn^' 
August 7, 1964 




JTJDQE RAYMOND PACE ALEXANDER HAKES 
$1,000 CONTRIBUTION TO SOUTHERN 
CimiSTIAW LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SGIjC) 



c 



The Philadelphia "Inquirer, " a dally newspaper, in the 
Augjuat 6, 1964, Final Clty_Edltion, Page 5 » contained an article 
entitled, "King Seeks New yote issue to Beat doldwater, * which 
reflected that Judge RAYMOND PACE ALEXANDER of Common Pleas 
Court 4, Philadelphia, Pa., released a letter from Reverend 
Doctor KARTIN LUTHER KINO, JR., to the Philadelphia "Inquirer" 
on Wednesday, August 3, 1964. 

In this letter. Doctor KING said the decision had been 
made to register objections to Senator BARRY QOLDWATER "on issues 
other than race." The article reflected that Doctor KINO'e 
letter stated that an issue must be raised around which people 
of liberal inclination can rally. KINO stated this was more 
Important than encouraging the fear of Fascism. 

The article identifies Doctor KING as President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). 

KINO'S letter also stated that he had found that other 
major concerns "hinge on the question of welfare support having 
stifled the initiative of minority groups*" 

Doctor KINO'S letter was in reply to Judge ALEXANDER'S 
request for a moratorium on "needless" civil rights demonstrations 
for the duration of the presidential campaign. Judge ALEXANDER 
felt these demonstrations were harming the Negro cause, which 
he feels is already threatened by the pro-Goldwater "white backlash," 
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Doctor KINO*B letter reflected he shared the Judge's 
concern over the possible election of BARRY OOIDWATER and the 
Inevitable rallying of the right-wing forces of the nation. 

Doctor KINO'S letter stated "that we are doing our 
best to deal with these problems In a positive fashion and that 
we will be extremely cautious when it comes to dealing with 
demonstrations. " 

Doctor KINO acknowledged Judge ALEXANDER'S $1,000 
contribution to the SCLC, The Judge sent the check along with 
an offer to speak for the group and an endorsement of the non- 
violent civil rights demonstrations with which Doctor KINO 
has been associated in the South. 

I The September 17, 1931, issue of the "Moscow News, " 

I an English language Communist newspaper published 

in Moscow, Russia, carried an article captioned, 
"Communism Is the Only Hope of the Negro People," 
which is set out, in part, as follows: 

- ■» 

I "'Soviet Russia is the only country that offers 

J liberty and equality to all people black and 

white. When I go home to America, I shall tell 
f my people, the Negroes, that their_ salvation lies 

V in CommunlBm. • This from Raymond Pace Alexander 

\ and his young wife, both attorneys from Philadelphia 

now in Moscow. 'There has been a tremendous Negro 
\ movement toward Communism in the past few years, * 

■ Alexander declared. 'Our people have been coming 

I to us asking us questions about Socialism, anxious 

* to know if the Socialist government in Russia was 

* as It was painted, I came to find out so that I 
\ could give them firsthand information. I shall 

''^j tell them that Communism offers the only government 

yX of the masBes,' Alexander, a graduate of Harvard 

* University, has been President of the National Bar 

! Association of America, the only national association 

\ for Negro lawyers..." 
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The November 30, 1946, edition of the Philadelphia 
"Afro-American" carried an article captioned, "Civil 
Rights Unit to "be Formed Here," This article stated 
that a two-day conference to organise a Philadelphia 
Chapter of the Civil Rights Congress would he held 
Decemher 13 and 14, 1945, The article stated that 
Raymond Pace Alexander, Attorney, would serve as 
Chairman during a luncheon meeting on Saturday, the 
l4th, at the Jefferson Room of the Adelphla Hotel, 
13th and Chestnut Streets, 




The Civil Rights Congress has been designated 
"by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 

The April 1, 1944, Issue of the Philadelphia 
"Tribune" newspaper contained an article which stated 
that Attorney Raymond Pace Alexander was one of the 
lecturers of the Philadelphia School of Social 
Science and Art courses. Spring Term, which was to 
begin on April 10. 

The Philadelphia School of Social Science 
and Art has been designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450, 
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was held on June 7, 1958* at tne uninavlllage, 
917 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa», In celebration 
of the victory of the Philadelphia Smith Act defendanta. 
Approximately 25O people attended. During the dinner, 
Joseph Roberts spoke stating he wished to thank 
everyone who had a hand In helping the Philadelphia 
Smith Act defendants win their freedom* Included 
among those specifically named was Raymond Face 
Alexander. "tS^^ 

JOSEPH ROBERTS was a Smith Act defendant and 
a Communist Peu'ty of Eastern Pennsylvania and 
Delaware official. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and Its contents are not to he distributed outside 
your agency. 
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King Seeks New Vote Issii<§. 



to Beat Goldwate 



1 



i Negro forces led by the Kev. 
)r. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
re looking for in issue other 
han civil rights to use against 
steD. Barry Goldwater, Republi' 
-can Presidential nominee. 
The developing strategy was 



revealed in a letter from Dr.j |"In fact," said the NegrQ. 
King to Judge Raymond Pace loader, "we might better spak 



Alexander, of Common Pleas 
Court 4, released to The tiKiuir' 
er on Wednesday. 

Dr. King said that the deci 
slon had been -made to register 
objections to Goldwater "on is- 
sues other tban race." 



... ;ij.v.. 



.:.tie on a 



tows. 




jji tlie other issues. { 
("Somehow, we must get an^ 
issue around which we can rally 
persons ot liberal inclination ln| 
positiv<r terms which will win' 
support .i\.m the uncommitted. | 
' ' "This "-Jm.'5 to me to be morcj 

cffsctivf 
fear oi 
"How 
mass - 
."ed i* 
.t th^. 

same 

Dr. *ho is preside', ui' 

the Southern Christian Leauer- 
ship Conference, ^ald the "emo- 
tional responses and fears gen- 
erated cy ih Sezro 
jing" were . i ,t i.i ' 
(of white vc 

.'Ic - said had lu^ 

.:.cir other main crns' 
' inge on the question oi 'wel-, 
ii^re support' n.iving stifled thej 
initiative of mir.ority groups," j 
and government spending andj 
control. j 

STUDY AID PROGRA.Mi. [ 

"Certainly these issues need 
to be dealt with directly," Dr. 
(King said. "We arc presently 
jworking on informt^.inn regard- 
:ing Fedora! supper. : bi.,inesj,' 
proicssional cducau- .. .nc! other 
jreas which relate • / 
n iddle inccinne b.. 

"This informa nor. 
" .nay prove valuablt- 



(Indicate paq*. noai* of 
nawapapar. city ana alai*.) 
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iM some objective understancj- 
iig of theae issues." : 
I Dr King's letter was in repbr, 
O Judge Alexander's call fur la' 
moratormm on "needless" civil 
rights demonstrations for the 
duration of the Presidential 
. campaign. The judge ftad said 
u>ey were 1-arming ■• Veero 
cause .:7cL :y threr by 
M . Iter c^ck- 

wONCi .\ 
-a said he . 
. , concern for ossj. 

ction of Barry :..a>.aterl 
ana the inevitable raiding of 
the right-wing' forces o£ the Na- 
tion." j 

"Vou can rest assured," said 
Dr. King, "that we are doinjour 
best to deal with these problems! 
in a positive fashion and that we' 
Will be extremely cautiou.' 
it comes to dealing with 
strations." 

I Dr. King also acknow. 
|Judge Alexander's JloOt ■■ 
jtnbulion to the Southern oi;. 
tian Leadership Conference T 
judge sent the check along with 
'in offer to speak for the grouo' 
fnd an indorsement of the non-^ 
Violent civil rights dcmonstra-/ 
lions with which Dr. King has' 
xcen associated in the South ( 
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Mfshi _,. , 
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CaUahan 
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De Loach 
Evans 
GaU _ 
Ro*en ^ 
Sullivirn . 
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All inforivtation contained 
herein is unclassified 



Your letter of August 6th has been received. 

Although I would like to be of assistance, Infor- 
mation contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential In accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and Is available for official use only. 

Sincerely yours. 



NOTE: Correspondent Is not Identifiable in Bufiles. 
WAM:fcl 
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San Francisco, laJj-nirnia 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Xnvestigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr* Hoover: 



Could you please tell me if, accordj^g to your department *s 
records, the Reverand M artin Luther King is a member of the 
Comraunist Party, I Know that members are required by law 
to register with the Justice Department, so I presume such 
information is available* 

I will greatly appreciate any infomation you can give me* 



Sincerely, 




,1 ^-/-^ 
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ftLL INFORMATION COiiTAilMEij 
fiElNlSUMSgEO 

41' 



3 AUG 14 1964 



